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U.S. Government’s Travel Advice on Region Noted 


MB0202061096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0359 GMT 2 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) WASHINGTON Feb 2 SAPA 
— The U.S. Government has two words of advice to 
travelers interested in visiting Angola: forget it. South 
Africa and Namibia are all right, according to the State 
Department's updated travel advisory — as long as one 
is willing to risk muggings in Johannesburg or sneakier 
non-violent thievery in Windhoek. 


Facilities for tourism, described as “adequate” in South 
Africa, Namibia and “extensive” in Zimbabwe, are “vir- 
tually non-existent” in Angola. But the main problems 
with Angola as a travel destination are a high incidence 
of violent crime “throughout the country” and a dearth 
of medical facilites. 


Indeed, modern medical treatment and drugs are hard 
to find in any of sub-Saharan Africa's less developed 
countries, according to the advisory. And that means 
all sub.“aharan countries except “South Africa and 
Namibia, ie only more or less developed ones. U.S. 
travelers are also warned that malaria is endemic in 
Tanzania, as are cholera and yellow fever in Zambia. 


Africa as a whole is a camera buffs paradise, but tak- 
ing photographs can be risky in some countries. The 
advisory says tourists in Tanzania have been arrested 
for taking pictures of schools and hospitals. The Zaire- 
ans confiscate the cameras of foreigners photographing 
the Congo River banks, and the Zimbabweans are “ex- 
tremely sensitive about photographing certain locations 
and buildings.” The tourist in Zaire also faces a possi- 
ble financial liquidity problem. Theoretically, U.S. dol- 
lars and travelers’ cheques can be exchanged for local 
currency (Zaires) at banks in Kinslasa — but the banks 
often have insufficient cash on hand. 


Just about everywhere in Africa, intercity motoring is 
a hairy experience at best, either because of bad roads 
or, as in South Africa, bad driving habits that result in 
"a very high incidence of highway casualties.” In some 
countries, notably Mozambique, banditry makes road 
travel risky at night. Even in Botswana, warns the U.S. 
State Department, night driving outside larger centres 
can be dangerous. High speed limits on two-lane roads 
there and wild animals combine to cause accidents. 


Street crime is the continent's common denomina- 
tor, varying only in degree, from pickpocketing in 
Gaborone, Lilongwe, Mbabane and Windhoek to mug- 
gings and worse almost everywhere else. Thieves prey 
on bus passengers in central Harare. Armed robberies 
are a constant hazard throughout Lesotho and in Kenyan 
cities. Johannesburg is plagued by all of the above plus 
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“random street violence, which affects foreigners as well 
as residents.” 


Tiavelers should be careful about what they eat and 
drink but need not worry in South Africa, where, the 
advis ory says, “food and water are generally safe.” 


Bes des Angola, the State Department advises against 
visiing seven sub-Saharan countries — Burundi, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia and 
Sudan. 


Australia Sharpens Trade Focus on SADC Region 


MB0202061496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2203 GMT | Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Feb | 
SAPA — Southern Africa’s economic potential had 
led Australia to sharpen its focus on the region, espe- 
cially the promotion of co-operation through the South- 
ern African Development Community [SADC], an Aus- 
tralian delegation told a SADC conference on Thursday. 


R13 million {rands} had been set aside to help train 
people contributing to development in mining. Australia 
had a lot of experience in mining development, includ- 
ing environmental and other controls, according to a 
statement released at the conference. Common factors 
between Australia and southern Africa included trans- 
port, energy and mining sectors with harsh climatic con- 
ditions and long distances. Southern Africa would find 
Australia a reliable source of goods, technology and ex- 
pertise, the statement said. 


CAR, Chad, Sudan Heads of State End Summit in 
Bangui 

AB0202133396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 2 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Presidents Ange-Felix Patasse 
of the Central African Republic [CAR], Idriss Deby of 
Chad, and ‘Umar al-Bashir of Sudan met in the CAR 
capital, Bangui, yesterday to examine issues of security 
and integrated development among their states. Our 
correspondent, Alain-George Ngatoua, has the details 
from Bangui: 


{Begin Ngatoua recording] The Chadian, CAR, and 
Sudanese heads of state decided at the end of their 
summit meeting to change the region into a pilot 
cooperation zone in the fields of security and integrated 
development. Such a zone, they said, will help ensure 
peace, consolidate the existing bonds of fraternity, and 
create the necessary conditions for mutual confidence 
among the people of the three countries. 


This report may contain copyrighted maierial. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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In the communique issued at the end of the summit, 
Presidents Patasse, Deby, and al-Bashir expressed con- 
cern about the insecure situation prevailing at the bor- 
ders of their three countries as a result of repeated 
violations by armed groups, highwaymen, and poach- 
ers. They pledged to ensure respect for the existing 
agreements on good neighborliness, while regretting the 
emergence of a feeling of xenophobia — words to which 
President Deby attaches great importance — likely to 
divert the three peoples from an atmosphere that would 
enhance the subregion’s integration. They therefore en- 
visaged an increase in border patrols, the establishment 
of additional ones where necessary, and the organiza- 
tion of simultaneous security operations. 


At the opening of the summit, Chadian President Deby 
pointed an accusing finger at the CAR, which he 
considers as the rear base for Chadian movements 
Carrying out destabilizing activities against his regime. 
In response, Banzui also saic that the highwaymen 
operating in the CAR come t’om President Deby's 
country. CAR-Chad relations have been stra‘ned over 
the past few years after the murder of many people by 
Chadian highwaymen. Furthermore, Sudanese poachers’ 
activities are deplored in a locality in the eastern part of 
the CAR where 27,000 refugees from southern Sudan 
live. 


In conclvsion, it was decided that a tripartite summit 
will be held every year in one of the three countries’ 
Capitals. [end recording] 


SADC To Take ‘Stern Measures’ Against Dues 
Defaulters 


MB0402185696 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 4 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Southern African Devel- 
opment Community's [SADC] Council of Ministers has 
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recommended ste7n measures against member countries 
which are in arrears with their dues. The council said 
there was need for sanctions against defaulting mem- 
ber states, because the delay in paying was forcing the 
community's institutions to operate on bank overdrafts. 


The council, which met in South Africa last week, 
said it would recommend to the community's summit 
meeting in Lesotho in August that interest should be 
charged on dues outstanding for over a year. Members 
who were more than two years in arrears should be 
prevenied from speaking or receiving documents at any 
of the community's meetings. The community would 
not recruit or renew the contracts of personnel from 
member states which were arrears for three years, and 
would suspend the provision of funds for new projects 
to member countries that were in default for four years. 


The council said that those states in arrears for five 
years, would not benefit from any developinent projects 
as defined by the community's treaty, while member 
States which were six years in arrears would be expelled 
from the organization. Sources say that the community's 
leaders are expected to approve the proposals at their 
summit meeting. 


report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Burundi 
Burundi: Ntamba Camp Empties as U'"HCR 
Repatriates Rwandan Refugees 
AB0402192096 Paris AFP in English 
1652 GMT 04 Feb 96 


{By Damien Nuranyuhura} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} BUJUMBURA, Feb 4 (AFP) 
— The Ntamba camp in northeastern Burundi was close 
to empty Sunday after the UN refugee agency trucked 
more than 4,500 Rwandan Hutu refugees back home in 
an unprecedented repatriation. 


Hitoshi Mise, the senior representative here of the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), said the 
agency had trucked back a total of 4,654 refugees, all 
volunteers, starting last Thursday 


He estimated that “roughly 6,000" others from the camp 
had made it across the Ruvubu River to Tanzania, where 
they were being cared for in a transit camp before being 
moved to a new camp being built some 65 kilometres 
(40 miles) from the border. 


The camp was now inhabited only by around 1,000 
Burundian Hutus who had been living in Rwanda as 
refugees following previous ethnic strife here, and had 
returned to Burundi during the 1994 civil war in Rwanda 
along with Rwandan Hutu refugees, Mise said. 


They would be sent back to their home regions, he said. 


Only some 90,000 of the two million Hutus who fled to 
Zaire, Burundi and Tanzania during Rwanda’s civil war 
have returned to their tiny central African nation, fearing 
vengeance by the victorious Tutsis for the slaughter by 
Hutu extremists of more than $00,000 men, women and 
children. 


Mise said the change of heart by the Ntamba refugees 
came after a delegation of Rwandan officials visited 
the camp on January 29 and assured them the innocent 
would be safe. 


It also appeared to be prompted by harrassment by 
soldiers of Burundi’s Tutsi-dominated army and clashes 
around camps between soldiers and Burundian Hutu 
militias. 


Fighting between troops and militias — and massacres 
of villagers — 1s resulting in some 30 people being 
killed every day, according to diplomats and relief 
workers, and the UN Security Council last Monday 
directed Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali to draw 
up contingency plans for UN intervention if Burundi 
slides into full-scale civil war. 


Relief workers said those who fled to Tanzania, where 
they joined an earlier exodus of refugees from Ntamba 
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and the bearby Mugano camp, undoubtedly included 
extremists who if they returned home could expect to 
join more than 60,000 Hutus being held in overcrowded 
Rwandan prisons on war-crime charges. 


Mise said a meeting of a triparute commission of Rwan- 
dan, Burundian and UNHCR officials on January 29 de- 
cided to close down four other camps in northern Bu- 
rundi which hold 102,000 Rwandan refugees, trucking 
volunteers home and consolidating all those remaining 
in Burund: after August | in a new camp deeper inside 
the country. 


News of that decision came as informed sources said 
Zaire was believed to be on the brink of starting to close 
camps in eastern Zaire which house about one million 
Rwandan Hutu refugees. A commission cf Zairean, 
Rwandan and UNHCR officials decided on December 
20 to close those camps progressively. 


The 15,000 Rwandan Hutus living in the Mugano camp 
fled for the border with Tanzania on January 1X after 
a mght of fighting at their camp between Burundian 
soldiers and Hutu militias. 


Tanzania closed its border with Burundi in March 
last year, saying it was having problems coping with 
the 700,000 Rwandan and Burundian refugees it was 
already hosting, but agreed to accept the Mugano 
refugees on humanitarian grounds. 


That led to an exodus of most of the 17,000 refugees in 
the Ntamba camp, who charged that Burundian soldiers 
had expelled them — a claim the Burundian government 
denied. 


Several thousand who made tt across the river by 
paying boatmen or swimming were granted asylum, but 
Tanzanian troops forced thousands of others to return 
to Burundi, and some 12,000 of them went back to the 
Ntamba camp, where soldiers had meanwhile burned 
down the refugees’ huts. 


Those who have since made it back over the border 
to Tanzania have been accepted by the Tanzanian 
authorities, Mise said. 


Cameroon 
Cameroon: Australian Accused of Buying Arms for 
Separatists 
AB0402194396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 3 Feb 96 
[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Cameroon's Anglophone sep 
aratisis must be rather embarrassed, to put it mildly, 
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by a trial going on in Brisbane, Australia. The ac- 
cused is a businessman, Geoffrey Hugues. He is al- 
leged to have been making plans to buy $1 million 
worth of weapons to be shipped to separatist groups 
in southwest Cameroon. He has pleaded guilty to some 
of the charges, claiming that the rights of the Anglo- 
phone community in Cameroon are being persistently 
violated, and apparently Cameroon intelligent agents are 
present in the Brisbane courtroom. On the line to Buea, 
in Southwest Cameroon, William Walace asked bar- 
rister Sam Elad, chairman of the Anglophone national- 
ist umbrella organization, SCNC [Southern Cameroon 
National Council], if the trial did not raise fears that 
President Biya might launch a new crackdown on the 
nationalists: 


[Begin recording] [Elad] I have a feeling that the regime 
is trying to gather information from where there might 
really be none. I do not see anything really substantial 
coming out of the triai in Brisbane, but I can see the 
repime trying to hang on any flimsy bit of testimony in 
order to crack down on the nationalist movement that 
is going on here in southern Cameroon. 


[Wallace] But it is said that the prosecution has doc- 
uments. They have recordings of communications be- 
tween Mr. Hughes and people in Cameroon. This surely 
is some kind of evidence that Mr. Hughes was not act- 
ing independently. 


{Elad} To the best of my information, | know that 
Mr. Hughes felt very very strongly about the marginal- 
ization of Aagiophone Cameroonians in the southern 
Catucroon, and he wanted very much to do something 
to help, but there is no evidence at all, and I would 
be surprised if there would be any evidence that peo- 
ple of southern Cameroon — either in the Southern 
Cameroon National Council or in the Cameroon Anglo- 
phone Movement — actively engaged him to do what 
he wanted to do. | think what he really wanted to do 
was all out of his own initiative. 


[Wallace] But is it not a rather stretching credibility to 
think that an Australian businessman would spend over 
$1 million on weapons and spend time elaborating plans 
to send them to southern Cameroon without any kind of 
agreement from Cameroonian Anglophone movements’ 


[Elad} Yes, I think there might be a case in saying that 
it might be stretching things a bit too far, but one has 
to look at the context. You see, Mr. Hughes has made 
a number of journeys to this part of the country and he 
knows how southern Cameroonians are marginalized. 
But I know that no orders have been given to him to 
shop around for anything. You see, at this phase of our 
struggle, we have not reached a military option, and al! 
along we have been trying to get President Biya and his 
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government to negotiate -- to dialogue. We have not 
yet decided that that option has come to an end. 


[Wallace] Mr. Hughes claims that he is an international 
spokesman for English-speaking dissidents in southern 
Cameroon. Do you accept him as that? 


[Elad] No, he has no mandate at all from us to act as 
an international spokesman, bul I know him as one who 
is concerned about the marginilization of the people of 
southern Cameroon. 


{Wallace} Do you know Mr. Hughes personally? 


{Elad} I have met him a couple of times. When I met 
him, my impression was that he was very much an 
wdventurer, and he was not someone we could take very 
very seriously, oecause he had rather simplistic answers 
to very very difficult and complex situations. 


[Wallace] Can you be sure that there were no. some 
Anglophones, perhaps in radical wings of the Cameroon 
Anglophone movement as they suggested in the court 
in Australia, that were not plotting to arm themselves? 


[Elad] You see, | know | can tell you that the level 
of discontent of [word indistinct] is so high that these 
suggestions have risen from time to time and there are 
people who would be too happy that what you call the 
{words indistinct] is engaged. But at the level of the 
leadership of the Cameroon Anglophone movement — 
southern Cameroon's National Council — we have not 
decided that this is the option that has be to be engaged 
at this time. [end recording] 


Equatorial Guinea 


Equatorial Guinea: Spanish Correspondents 
Banned From Feb Election 

BRO202153596 Madrid ABC in Spanish 2 Feb 96 
p ay 


[Report by Fernando Pastrano: “Guinea Forbids Spanish 
Journalists’ Presence at February Election’) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid — There are few 
of them left now, but they have not disappeared. 
Ambassadors such as Santiago Nsobeya, Equatorial 
Guinea's current representative in Spain, belong to an 
obsolete breed of diplomats of the old, now almost 
outmoded, dictatorships, who did not hesitate to say that 
black was white if they were so ordered, and who did 
not know or did not reply when a journalist's question 
had only a reply clearly unfavorable for their regimes. 


At a breakfast with a dozen or so representatives of 
various Spanish news media held at the European Jour- 
nalists’ Association yesterday, Nsobeya began his talk 
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by referring to the “outrageous statements and opinions” 
about his country expressed by Spanish “political par- 
lies, trade unions, pressure groups, and even some rep- 
resentatives of the opposition.” 


Adopting from the outs ct a stance of defending himself 
by attacking, Nsobeyz painted a somber picture of 
plots and conspiracies, which manifest themselves in “a 
smear campaign of disinformation,” aimed “especially 
at Causing uncertainty” and confrontation among the 
Guinean people. At nc point did he acknowledge thc 
existence of difficulties for the opposition politicians 
who wish to wrest power democratically from President 
Obiang. He warned that “using the foreign news media 
in an election campaign” is forbidden in his country, 
“and those who do so are in danger of being excluded 
from the elections.” 


In reply to two very specific questions put to him — 
Spanish doctor Mario Sarsa’s recent expulsion from 
Guinea and the meeting which appears to have taken 
place a few days ago between the dictator and opposi- 
tion candidate Severo Moto — the Guinean ambassador 
confined himiself to saying: “I have no knowledge of 
this. This ‘s the first that I have heard of it.” 


He was more explicit in trying to justify the orders 
which he has from Malabo not to give visas to many 
Spanish journalists. “It is the consequence of a situation 
in which the presence [in Guinea] of certain news media 
which have not been objective for several years is not 
proving useful... If there is a possibility of this tendency 
changing, my government would be prepared to allow 
the media to enter.” With respect to the 25 February 
presidential election, Nsobeya referred tacitly to the 
black lists in saying that “we will invite international 
journalists, but those from the hostile media, which in 
Spain are, if not all of them, then the vast majority, will 
be invited.” [sentence as published] 


Rwanda 
Rwanda: UN Urged To Consider Sanctions Against 
Zaire Over Arms 


EA0302200196 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
OS15 GMT 3 Jan 9% 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) A commission in charge of 
investigating the inflow of arms in the Great Lakes 
region, which was set up by the UN Security Council 
last year to investigate the issue, has recently submitted 
its report to the UN Security Council. 


The report indicated that the Zairean Government frus- 
trated the efforts of the commission as far as the 
investigations of the arms flow is concerned. Radio 
Rwanda talked to one of the vice-president's advisors, 
Mr. Claude Dusaidi, and he comments about the report. 


[Begin recording} [Dusaidi] | am surprised to hear from 
the report that the Zairean Government has frustrated 
the work of this commission. We have to recall the fact 
that it actually — Zaire was actually among the states 
that requested that this commission be established. So 
we would have expected, in the spirit of commitment 
to the stability in the region, th: Zaire would be in a 
position tc offer this commission full support in order 
to carry out its duties. 


{Unidentified correspondent] Could you exactly outline 
in which way the Zairean Government is hampering the 
invesugauion? 


{Dusaidi] Yes. First of all, Zaire rejected the terms of 
reference of the said commission. We wil! also recall 
that the terms of reference of this commission are 
taid out in a UN Security Council resoluuion, which is 
binding to all member states. So, the terms of reference 
are very clear and there is no reason for Zaire to demand 
more terms of reference. Furthermore, Zaire did not 
allow the investigators to have freedom of access to 
the various refugee camps to be able to independently 
interview people, and to visit areas in which they 
suspected they could find information about arms caches 
and arms flows. It is the view of the commission that 
Zaire is certainly hiding something which it does not 
want them to discover, that is why it has frustrated their 
work. [end recording] 


Mr. Dusaidi also commented on the views of the UN 
secretary general, Butrus Butrus-Ghali, of dishanding 
the commission. 


[Begin Dusaidi recording] The secretary general may be 
Suggesting that, in view of the tact that the commission 
cannot carry out its work, it would be a good idea to 
disband it. But I find that a very disastrous recommen- 
dation, because our interest 1s to stop the flow of arms 
in this zone, and ensure that there is peace and stability. 
I do not see what the recommendation of the secretary 
general would be contributing to that noble task of the 
United Nations and the Security Council. | would hope 
that the Secyrity Council will certainly reject such a dis- 
astrous rec. sadation when it comes. [end recording] 


Mr. Dusaid: {2 er added that he finds it wise to 
reinforce and eyuy the commission by giving it more 
means in order for it to do its job successfully, rather 
than disbanding it. As for the Zairean Government, he 
said that the UN Security Council will have to find 
mechanisms which will make the Zairean Government 
respect its decisions, as well as complying with its 
resolutions. 


He concluded that, if necessary, the UN Security 
Council will have to take some form of sanctions 
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or forceful measures to force Zaire io comply with 
its resolutions, since the report further shows that the 
training of former Rwanda; Army is still going on. 


Rwanda: ‘Large Numbers’ cf Refugees Said 
Returning From Burundi 

EA0202234596 Kiga!: Radio Rwanda in English 
0515 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) According to a press release 
from the Ministry cf Rehabilitauon and Social Integra- 
tion, Rwandan refugees from Ntamba Refugee camps 
{as heard] in Burundi have started to return home in 
large numbers. So far, 23 lorries full of refugees have 
arrived at [River] Akanyaru border post in Butare and 
(?Gaseny:) in Kigali rural prefecture. [passage omitted] 


Rwanda: Unidentified Armed Group Shoots Dead 
Seven in Northwest 


EA0302190496 K:gali Radio Rwanda 
in Kinyarwanda 1700 GMT 3 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] An unidentified armed group 
last night shot dead seven people who were on patrol 
in the Rubona sector of Nyamyumha Commune in 
Gisenyi Prefecture. They also damaged an electricity 
pylon and a water pipeline, both serving the national 
brewery. However, this did not jeopardize operations 
at the brewery since the plant has a standby generator. 
The national water company is busy repairing the pipe 
so that water should be available very soon. 
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Sao Tome & Principe 


Sao Tome & Principe: Presidential Elections 
Postponed Indefinitely 


AB0302210396 Paris AFP in English 
2051 GMT 03 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sao Tome, Feb 3 (AFP) — 
Presidential elections in Sao Tome and Principe have 
been postponed to an unspecified date, according to 
a presidentiai decree given on radio and te'evision 
Saturday. 


It followed a decision by the West African island 
nation’s assembly calling on President Miguel Trovoada 
to delay the elections until a date between April 3, when 
his mandate expires, and July 3. 


Deputies argued that the electoral commission would 
not be able to register al! electors and distribute voting 
cards before the end of April. 


The only candidate so far officially registered had been 
former President Manuel Pinto da Costa. 


Trovoada had not yet announced if he would stand again 
and two other people said they would be candidates but 
had not yet submitted their applications. 
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Eritrea 


Eritrea: Afwerki Meets German President; Future 
cf Asylum Seekers Viewed 


AU0302172696 Berlin DIE WELT German 
2 Feb 96 p6 


[Report by "DW": “Herzog Praises Construction Work 
in Eritrea”) 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Massawa — As part of his two- 
week trip to Africa, Federal President Roman Herzog 
yesterday visited the port city of Massawa ii Eritrea. 
Roman Herzog is the first official visitor Esitrea has 
been able to welcome since it became independent in 
May 1993. During his visit, Herzog encouraged the 
youngest African state to establish democracy and to 
Create greater economic freedom. In a state dinner in 
the capital, Asmara, Herzog reminded Eritrean President 
Isayas Afwerki of the promise made by the EPLF [Er- 
itrean People’s Liberation Front] independence move- 
ment to hold secret and free elections in 1997. He gave 
assurance of further German support for the constitu- 
tional commission, which is working out a draft const- 
tution. 


Herzog and Afwerki agreed that the foreign ministries cf 
both countries would assume "serious negotiations” on 
the future accommudation of asylum-seekers who were 
not recognized in Germany. At the moment this applies 
for some 140 such asylum-seekers, whom Eritrea only 
wants to take back if they want to return voluntarily. Yet 
Bonn regards this position as unacceptable. Delegation 
members were disappointed that not even financial aid 
of DM12 billion to facilitate the return of the Eritreans 
could change Asmara’s position. 


Eritrea attained independence only in May 1993. The 
former Italian colony was officially annexed by Ethiopia 
in 1962 and won the 30-year independence struggle with 
the help of the EPLF in 1991. 


Eritrea: Government Says Yemeni Authorities 
Detain 335 Eritreans 


£A0202083196 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 1 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Eritrea says the Yemeni au- 
thorities have detained 335 Eritreans in the continuing 
dispute between the two countries over two Red Sea 
islands. The Eritrean ambassador in Cairo, Muhammad 
“Ali Amr, told reporters yesterday that the detained Er- 
itreans included some fishermen. He was speaking (as 
he was) delivering a message from his foreign minis- 
ter, Petros Solomon, to Egyptian Foreign Minister ‘Amr 
Musa who has been (assigned) to mediate in the dis- 
pute. 
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The Eritrean ambassador said Eritrea, as a starting 
gesture, stood by a proposal to withdraw unilaterally 
the f-cces deployed on the Island of Greater Hanish 
in December. The ambassador said Eritrean President 
Isaias Afwerki had ask. J to meet Yemeni President 
‘Ali "Abdallah Salih if necessary in the Yemeni capital, 
Sanaa. He denied (?that there was) any plan to convene 
a meeting in Cairo of the foreign ministers of Eritrea, 
Yemen, Egypt, France, and Ethiopia to try to find a 
solution. 


France and Ethiopia have also been trying to mediate. 
If mediation failed, he said, there was a good chance 
the case would go to arbitration, possibly in the Inter- 
national Court of Justice in The Hague. 


Ethiopia 


Ethiopia: Explosion at Hotel Kills One, Injures 
Four 

EA0302145796 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1000 GMT 3 Jan 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) An explosion yesterday at the 
Ras Hotel in Dire Dawa killed one person and injured 
four others. According to a Dire Dawa police report, 
the bomb, which exploded yesterday at 2010 local me, 
destroyed 10 rooms on the first floor of the hotel. One 
person was killed by debris and four others were taken 
to hospital with minor injuries. An unknown amount of 
damage was caused. Police are investigating the cause of 
the explosion. No one has so far claimed responsibility. 


Kenya 


Kenya: Safina Threatening Withdrawal From 
Opposition Alliance 


FA0402203796 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1800 GMT 4 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The unregistered Safina Party 
has threatened to withdraw from involvement in the 
opposition alliance unless it complies with several 
conditions Safina has made. One of the conditions is 
that a neutral leader from the alliance has to be found. 


Dr. Richard Leakey said that his party felt that there 
was no gain from the alliance if it was dominated by 
leaders who failed the electorate in 1992. He felt the 
alliance should be led by a person or persons who are 
not themselves politicians or leaders of any political 
party, registered or as yet to be registered. 


Briefing the international and local press at Safina’s 
offices in Westlands, Leakey said all political play- 
ers [should] be included in the alliance, irrespective 
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of whether they are in political conflict with their col- 
leagues or not. He added that non-governmental orga- 
nizations, Civic Organizations, and the church should be 
allowed to join the alliance if they wish to do so. 


Kenya: Grenade Blast Injures 10 in Market During 
Foiled Robbery 


EA0202215596 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1300 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Three armed thugs were this 
morning seriously injured in a shootout with police 
during a foiled robbery incident at a city market along 
Muindi Mbingu street, Nairobi. 

The thugs, one of them died after the shootout, exploded 
one hand-grenade in the busy city market, injuring more 
than ten people. 
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When the KBC (Kenya Broadcasting Corporation} crew 
arrived at the scene those injured by the grenade had 
been rushed to various hospitals in the city. They 
included workers at the busy market and buyers. Those 
interviewed said several others were also injured by a 
stray bullet outside the city market when police pursued 
the thugs who tried to escape. 


Documents recovered from the thugs showed they were 
Ugandan nauonals. Police recovered Ugandan passports 
and receipts that showed they had travelled by bus 
from Uganda to Nairobi. Before arrival of police at 
the scene of the attempted robbery, city market workers 
had disarmed one of the thugs, who had a pistol. Eight 
rounds of ammunition was also recovered. 
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South Africa: Peacekeeping ‘in Return’ for UN 
Debt Write-Off 


MB0402145096 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
2 Feb 96 p 3 


(Report by Norman Chandler] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) South Africa has agreed to 
participate in United Nations peacekeeping activities, in 
return for the cancellation of the country’s mulumillion- 
rand debt to the world organisation. 


This was divulged yesterday by Defence Minister Joe 
Modise at a South African Air Force Day parade at 
Zwartkop Air Force Base near Pretoria. 


Assuring the air force that its future was guaranteed 
despite defence budget cuts, Modise said the demands 
on the country’s military would be considerable in the 
future. Air power played an important part in military 
capability, he said. 


"Peace and security in our region is obviously a 
very high priority," Modise said. “It is my hope that 
(regional) co-operation will develop into a joint defence 
concept and capability, in which we equitably share the 
security burden of our region. 


"South Africa is also committed to participation in 
United Nations peace operations, and we have a direct 
responsibility in this regard following their cancellation 
of our debt.” 


The UN General Assembly last year agreed to write off 
South Africa’s R360 [rands) million debt, accumulated 
over the years when the country was suspended from 
membership because of its apartheid policies. 


No timetable has been set for when the South African 
forces would begin assisting the world body. The 
governments of the countries concerned will first have 
to be consulted, but it is believed South Africa will 
help with UN peace-enforcing operations on the African 
continent in the foreseeable future. 


South Africa has already assisted with humanitarian aid 
to Angola, Rwanda and Mozambique. 


Yesterday's parade — also attended by Deputy Defence 
Minister Rorsie Kasrils, Chief of the SANDF (South 
African National Defense Force] Gen Georg Meiring, 
outgoing Chief of the SAAF [South African Air Force] 
Lt-Gen James Kriel, and Secretary for Defence Pierre 
Steyn — is the first of a series of events to commemo- 
rate this year’s 75th anniversary of the founding of the 


Zwartkop Base. 

It was established in April 1921 and was the first 
“airstation” of the fledgling SAAF, which last year 
turned 75. 
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Nine units were yesterday presented by Modise with 
their unit colours. They are Zwartkop AFB 4 Air 
Depot, 104 Voluntary Air Squadron, 111 Voluntary 
Air Squadron, Ellisras Reporting Post, 503 Security 
Squadron Combined Auction Centre, Mobile Commu- 
nications Unit, and Air Space Control Unit. 


South Africa: Britain’s Chalker Advises KwaZulu 
To Sort Out Problems 


MB0302150696 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} KwaZulwNatal should ur- 
gently sort out its constitutional problems or it will lose 
investment to other provinces. This is the view of the 
British Baroness, Linda Chalker. Speaking on the last 
day of the Southern African Development Community 
Conference, Baroness Chalker said Britain was keen to 
invest in KwaZulu/Natal, but not until it put its house 
in order. 


[Begin Chalker recording] If there are sound and 
stable economic policies, transparent and accountable 
government, and the establishment of efficient markets, 
then investment will be attractive. The private sector 
will certainly respond. Already British companies are 
major investors in the region; the highest investment in 
South Africa itself, in fact, comes from Britain, and the 
private sector's participation at this conference is a clear 
indication of business [words indistinct]. 


South Africa: French Official Urges Partnership in 
Area Ventures 


MB0302200396 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0600 GMT 3 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] France wants to use South 
Africa's infrastructure to pave its way towards establish- 
ing links in the rest of Africa. Ending a South African 
visit yesterday, French Cooperation Minister Jacques 
Godrain said that France wanted South Africa as a part- 
ner in its African ventures. 


Mr. Godrain said he believed Africa has the potential 
to become as big a financial giant as the Far East. He 
also said that he not only wanted trade links with the 
continent, but was looking at cultural links as well. 


South Africa: Swazi King Mswati Reportedly 
Called Premier ‘For Help’ 

MB0402171896 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 2-8 Feb 96 p15 

[Report by Stefaans Brummer] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A_ late-night visit by 
Mpumalanga Premier Matthews Phosa has failed, 
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for now, to steer Swaziland’s young monarch towards 
democracy, but diplomats believe the steady application 
of “friendiy-pressure" from, among others, President 
Nelson Mandela, will bear fruit. South Africa’s Foreign 
Affairs Department remained adamant this week it 
would not “interfere” in Swaziland’s domestic crisis 
despite calls from pro-democracy groups. Yet, South 
Africa clearly walked a tightrope, handing out stern 
advice while attempting not to come across as med- 
dlesome. Phosa drove secretly to the Ludzidzini royal 
kraal late last Friday (26 January] to tell King Mswati 
II] and Queen Mother Nthombi Twala that reform 
was the only way to deal with the national stayaway, 
then in its fifth day. It is understood Mswati — who 
diplomats say is eager for reform, but is hamstrung by 
the queen mother and other royals who hold much sway 
— called Phosa's office last Wednesday, asking for 
help. Phosa sought advice from Mandela and Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, who gave the go-ahead. A 
knowledgeable source said it appeared Mswati — who 
was not threatened with stronger South African action 
but was told he “cannot avoid democracy” — was 
ready to accommodate the striking workers, whose 
demands included the repeal of a 1973 decree banning 
party politics. In a sharp about-face on Saturday, 
Mswati ordered his nation back to work in a hard-line 
address reminiscent of PW Botha’s “Rubicon” speech, 
blaming “foreigners” for the country’s troubles and 
threatening opponents with war. Meanwhile, also on 
Friday, Mandela had told the Swazi delegation at the 
funeral of Lesotho’s King Moshoeshoe that South 
Africa would not intervene. Later, probably after the 
weekend, Mandela phoned Mswati. A diplomat said the 
message to the king was that he would be supported 
in attempts to reform. The diplomat said the obvious 
explanation for Mswati's about-face was that he did 
not want to be seen to act under pressure. “He wants to 
make the announcement himself.” Other South African 
initiatives included steady “advice” by South African 
High Commissioner Walter Louw, and a pending visit 
by Mbeki. Perhaps threats won't be necessary. Swazi- 
land is acutely aware of the dependence of its insular 
economy on South Africa: more than half of its income 
is derived from duties paid by the Southern Africa 
Customs Union, and the distribution of customs takings 
between ihe member countries is up for review. South 
African companies, and multinationals who located to 
Swaziland during the apartheid sanctions era, may well 
relocate to South Africa should labour unrest continue. 
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South Africa: ANC Urges Mercenary Group To 
‘Return Home Immediately’ 


MBO0202182396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1451 GMT 02 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Feb 2 
SAPA — The African National Congress on Friday 
urged Pretoria-based Executive Outcomes to review its 
activities in Angola. 


The ANC said in a statement it “deplores the presence 
of the South African mercenaries in Angola’. 


Executive Outcomes was contracted by the Angolan 
Government, renortedly to train and advise the military. 
It recently officially withdrew from the country. 


However, several media reports have suggested the 
mercenaries remained in Angola despite the much- 
publicised withdrawal and they were involved in fight- 
ing the rebel UNITA [National Union for the Total In- 
dependence of Angola] movement. 


"We cannot be the exporters of war as people who be- 
lieve in democracy. Our duty is to ensure the continuity 
of peace, not only in the region, but throughout the con- 
tinent,” the ANC said. 


The presence of South African mercenaries in Angola 
was inconsistent with South Africa's dispensation and 
accepted international norms. 


“As the ANC, we explicitly renounce militaristic inter- 
vention in southern Africa.” 


The party called on all South African mercenaries 
in Angola to return home immediately and expressed 
support for Foreign Affairs Minister Alfred Nzo’'s 
efforts in this regard. 


South Africa: SADF Accuses Country of ‘Ignoring 
its Partners’ 


MBO0202201196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1713 GMT 02 Feb 96 


{By Jonanthan Rees) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Feb 2 
SAPA — South Africa has been accused of ignoring its 
partners in the Southern African Development Commu- 
nity [SADC] and denying them adequate contact with 
President Nelson Mandela. 


Cabinet ministers and officials in SADC, a 12-country 
body promoting economic integration and cooperation, 
on Friday said not one South African Cabinet minister 
had bothered to attend the final session of its trade and 
investment consultative conference on Friday. 
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Mandela, who opened the conference on Thursday, was 
whisked away by his security aides before he could 
be thanked for his speech, said SADC chairman and 
Botswanan Vice-President Festus Mogae. 


"They have ignored us,” Mogae told journalists after the 
conference. 


SADC Secretary General Kaire Mbuende said the South 
Africans’ behaviour was unique in the conference's 


history. 


“Normally ministers of the host government are always 
at the conference,” he said. 


In his closing speech to the conference, Mogae said: Our 
South African colleagues denied us adequate contact 
with their president. 

"He was not allowed by South African security to stay 
long enough to listen to thanks to his speech." 


South Africa has also been accused of taking advantage 
of trade liberalisation in its northern neighbours, partic- 
ularly Zambia, and not moving fast enough to open its 
Own economy. 


Mogae said South Africa would not be reprimanded 
for its behaviour but rather “encouraged to address the 
legitimate needs of colleagues to the north”. 


South Africa: Mandela Addresses Launch of New 
SABC Television Channels 


MB0502095996 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in English 1830 GMT 4 Feb 96 


{Address by South African President Nelson Mandela 
at Waterkloof Air Force Base, Pretoria — live] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Chairperson, distinguished 
guests, friends, and fellow South Africans: This week I 
had a briefing by the SABC (South African Broadcast- 
ing Corporation] team. In the course of that briefing, 
[SABC group executive] Comrade Zwelakhe Sisulu, in 
a polished and diplomatic manner, put a question to 
his colleagues, [SABC chief of news programs] Jill 
Chisholm: How are we expected to dress that night — 
meaning tonight? The question was really meant for me, 
not for Jill Chishuim. That reminded me of a request 
which was made to me by one of our prominent reli- 
gious icaders. After giving me his blessings — which I 
always appreciate and value from him — he said: Mr. 
President, you are doing very well in your work. You 
ase leading the nation very well, and we are happy about 
this, except one thing — the way you dress. (laughter, 
applause} But, compared to one of my famous relatives, 
he was very gentle. He was asked by the press: What 
do you think of the way your uncle dresses? He said: 
Disappointing. A president should wear a suit, a white 
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shirt, a tie, and a hat, and he continued: The way my 
uncle dresses is disappointing, he dresses like a drunk- 
ard. At least Comrade Zwelakhe didn’t go that far. 


After much hard work, sweat and sometimes tears, the 
preeminent mirror of South African society is today 
shedding yet another layer of the baggage that has 
clouded our nation’s vision of itself. We join you with 
pride as you celebrate a giant step toward the objective 
of becoming a true public broadcaster in a democracy. 
The fabric of forsaken society is healing as we become 
a nonracial society. It is only natural that the SABC 
itself had to change, the better to reflect this reality 
and become relevant to our national lives. In a sense, 
the SABC has pioneered much of the transformation 
playing itself out in other public institutions. Through 
your bold initiative you have helped to launch many 
a spirited and fulfilling discussion among our people. 
In the same measure, as it becomes accountable to its 
audience, the SABC needs the protection and support «f 
all South Africans as it opens the window on the global 
village for our nation to draw on the world’s riches and 
cultures, and science, sports and recreation, education, 
and current events. 


We are here tonight as representatives of government 
not to compromise the public broadcaster's indepen- 
dence and autonomy, rather we wish to join you in ac- 
knov ‘*dging and reasserting your independence without 
which a democracy cannot be sustained. We welcome 
your commitment to deliver to South Africans program- 
ing that is thought-provoking and culturally enriching, 
informative and entertaining, objective and independent- 
minded. We are certain that our artists, script writers, 
and program creators will find in the new SABC the av- 
enue to express their rich talents. For the first time South 
Africans will listen and watch programing in some of 
our languages that have never really seen the light of 
television screens. 


We celebrate this momentous achievement in the full 
knowledge that the redistribution of air time will take 
account of the fundamental principle of equity, as well 
as the sensitivities of language and culture. I wish to 
congratulate the SABC board and management for steer- 
ing this great ship through unchartered waters. Natu- 
rally, your efforts have been watched with critical atten- 
tion, but you have shown that this is a necessary source 
of enrichment, rather than an impediment to change. 
The welcome transformation of South Africa's elec- 
tronic media which has been initiated by the Indepen- 
dent Broadcasting Authority will not only increase the 
public's choice, it should also spread the public broad- 
Caster on new heights. In conclusion, | wish to thank all 
the program makers of the world, and our other guests 
who are here today, to bless this rebirth. We are con- 
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fident that from now on, we shall know ourselves and 
the world better. I thank you. 


South Africa: ANC Said ‘Courting’ National Party 
Instead of Freedom Front 


MB0402145396 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 2-8 Feb 96 p 10 


(Report by Marion Edmunds) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The African National Congress 
has jilted its Afrikaner sweetheart, the Freedom Front 
(FF], and is courting the National Party [NP], not out 
of love, but political need. 


Over the past few weeks, the ANC has realised more 
than ever that it needs the NP’s support if it w ats its 
way in writing not only the finai constitution, but also 
the KwaZulu-Natal provincial constitution. This was 
demonstrated last week by the panic that ensued when 
the NP appeared to be supporting the Inkatha Freedom 
Party in KwaZulu-Natal in constitutional negotiations, 
and the ANC appeared to be losing ground. 


ANC and NP provincial negotiators were summoned 
to Cape Town, and the NP was told by ANC leaders, 
including Cyril Ramaphosa, that it had to remember that 
it was a party credited with democratising Scuth Africa, 
and that it should not help the IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party) to preserve an undemocratic state in KwaZulu- 
Natal. 


“We want the NP’s co-operation in order to improve 
the constitution making process and that cannot be 
dSne if we push the constitution through the way the 
IFP is intending us to do,” said ANC MP (member of 
Parliament} Carl Niehaus before that meeting. 


It is ironic that the ANC should feel the need to make 
that sort of appeal to the NP, given that its members 
have been spitting insults at the NP in Parliamentary 
sessions, preferring to use the FF to effect reconciliation 
with the Afrikaner community. 


The FF acknowledges that, in the constitutional stakes, 
it is now second best Its chief negotiator Come Mulder 
said this week “The ANC needs the NP more than the 
FF because it needs the Nats’ support to get a two-thirds 
majority to pass the final constitution.” 


The ANC is choosing a path of qualified co-operation 
with the NP because it wants the constitution to be 
passed first time round. If the Constitutional Assembly 
(CA) does not pass the constitution with a two-thirds 
majority, there will have to be a national referendum, 
something all politicians would rather do without at this 


stage. 
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The FF has been feeling the chill since President Nel- 
son Mandela's anti-volkstaat statements on the ANC’s 
birthday. Bilateral talks on a volkstaat have failed to get 
off the ground, and the FF executive had an emergency 
meeting at the weekend to discuss the future. 


Come Mulder said this week the FF would not budge 
on its demands for a territorial homeland. Mandela's 
Statements are something of a death knell, then, given 
that a volkstaat is the FFs defining issue. 


Mulder admitted his party had been floundering in the 
constitutional negotiations, partly because it lacked the 
experience of negotiating the interim constitution at the 
World Trade Cenve. 


"We are al a disadvantage, we have not built up the 
personal relations that other parties have,” he said. These 
special relationships include the one between the NP’s 
Roelf Meyer and the ANC’s Cyril Ramaphosa. 


Mulder is critical of the turn negotiations have taken, 
with bilaterals weaving a skein of mystery around the 
public discussions in the parliamentary chamber. 


"This is shadow-boxing. We are dodging the real issues 
and people are just pushing papers backwards and 
forwards,” he said. There are some problems that no 
amount of bilaterals are going to solve. We need 
political decisions and these will only be taken if party 
leaders sit around a table and take them.” 


NP chief negotiator Roelf Meyer denied this week the 
NP and the ANC’s relationship had shifted gear. "I 
won't say there is a change ... but there is a general 
will to get consensus on the constitution in on-going 
talks.” he said. The NP does not take the prospect of a 
territorial volkstaat seriously. 


The NP can afford to be even-tempered about its 
relauionship with the ANC because it knows the ANC 
needs its co-operation. The FF has run out of bargaining 
chips and, with only nine members in the CA, is not a 
force to be reckoned with, unless it manages to attract 
the newly-forming Afrikaner lobby. 


South Africa: ANC Reportedly Striving for 
‘Eastern Bloc Democracy’ 

MBO502102496 Johannesburg RAPPORT 

in Afrikaans 4 Feb 96 p 20 


[Report by Piet Muller] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} At some time or other 
even the "new" South Africa must be assessed on its 
achievements, not just its rosy promises. 


And in one respect the “new” South Africa has not 
shown its true colors: Will it ultimately become a 
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Western democracy with enough living room for all, 
or will it become a stifling “Eastern Bloc democracy” 
with an oppressive one-party dictatorship? 


Signs for the former are unfortunately not all favorable. 
There are too many decision-makers for that within the 
ANC; leaders who seem to like the type of “democracy” 
they discovered during their training in communist 
countries. 


Just look at how deeply centralism has been woven 
into the ANC’s way of doing things. Even the central 
administration being accommodated at Shell House 
[ANC headquarters} has been molded on a communist 
model according to which the party is, in fact, more 
important than Parliament. 


And for what other reason are there so many “intellec- 
tuals” within the ANC who seem to be fraternizing with 
an international outcast like Fidel Castro's Cuba? 


Even President Mandela is on record as saying he 
lamented when these “democracies” could not survive 
the fall of the Berlin Wall. 


The most significant feature of these “democracies” is 
the belief that the stronger the central government, the 
better it is for the party in power. Contrary to this, the 
United States Constitution has succeeded in creating 
a democratic state in which there’s more individual 
freedom than ever thought possible, simply because the 
architects of the U.S. Constitution deliberately limited 
the government's powers. 


Compare this with the communist ideology that within 


a State there’s only room for a single party and one™ 


ideology, and one begins to understand why the ANC 
Often acts the way it does. Why do Afrikaans schools 
and universities, which want to pass their own beliefs to 
students, have to be destroyed; why are even Afrikaans 
old age homes a stumbling block to the ANC? 
Because like its communist teachers, it sees in diversity 
a threat to the central government and to the type of 
beliefs it wants to force on the country. 


It even seems as if there are hotheads in the ANC who 
prefer a civil war to including Inkatha and KwaZulu/ 
Natal in the constitution by also accommodating their 
aspirations. 


The ANC’s “democratic” model apparently has no place 
for pluralism. Not even for “open” pluralism, in which 
there are no boundaries between groups and people can 
make their own choic.s. 


What stifles one even more is the fact that the ANC 
tries to justify its actions against, for instance, Afrikaans 
institutions and Inkatha in the name of its “nation- 
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building” program. If one looks past the nice-sounding 
rhetoric, it simply means that the ANC is trying to 
establish a “nation” with a homogeneous culture of its 
own in which it — the ANC — will represent the 
political will. [passage omitted] 


The heavens preserve us if the ANC ever succeeds in 
attaining its vision. Because in the rest of Africa it only 
brought misery. 


No wonder F.W. de Klerk on 2 February expressed fears 
that South Africa could become one of Africa's abortive 
one-party states if all those who aspire to Western 
democratic values do not join forces. 


South Africa: De Klerk Says NP Unable To ‘Shake’ 
Past Image 


MB0202170096 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 2 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Partly [NP] leader 
F.W. de Klerk says that, despite inner renewal and 
fundamental change, his party has still not been able 
to shake off its past image. 


Opening his party’s headquarters in Pretoria, he said all 
perceptions and unfair and effective proparanda were 
serious obstacles in the NP’s path to broaden its sunport 
base and influence. Mr. de Klerk said that is why his 
party would have to take the lead in breaking through 
the outmoded party-political patterns of the country. 


[Begin de Klerk recording] It is equally true that an 
opportunistic coalition solely on the basis of creating a 
united front against the ANC is not the answer. Such a 
coaliuon among existing opposition parties would suffer 
from all the present shortcomings, real or perceived, of 
each of the parties that would participate in it. Indeed, 
such a coalition could lead to a loss of support by each 
of the participating parties. In the same manner, a simple 
change of name of the National party would make very 
litde difference. Everyone would dismiss it as being 
simply cosmetic. fend recording] 


Mr. de Kierk added that the National Party was not 
married (© its Mame, or to its participation in the 
government of national unity. However, the name of 
the party would be changed only when it made sense 
within the framework of the party's vision. He also said 
the party would leave the government of national unity 
only when it was convinced that the move would help 
to achieve the party's vision, or it was in the national 
interest. 
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South Africa: De Klerk Discusses NP Changes, 
Meyer’s Role 

MB0502073396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0510 GMT 5 Feb 96 


[Telephone interview with Deputy President F.W. de 
Klerk in Cape Town, by announcer Sally Burdette on 
the "AM Live” program — live] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] [Burdette] The National Party 
[NP] is to establish a new image for itself. On Friday 
(2 February] the NP announced what political course it 
intends charting over the next few years. The most sig- 
nificant change the party has made is to pull Constitu- 
tional Affairs Minister Roelf Meyer from the cabinet to 
fill the newly formulated post of secretary general of the 
National Party. To find out what’s behind the changes, 
we're joined on the line by the party's leader and the 
country’s deputy president, F.W. de Klerk. Good morn- 
ing Mr. de Klerk, on Friday you launched a new vision 
and mission for the National Party. Could you briefly 
tell us how this differs from the old vision and mission? 


[De Klerk] Good morning. It is good to be on radio 
today. Yes, we have worked for a long time consult- 
ing at grass-roots level within our party, bringing our 
Caucuses together, asking for inputs, and what we an- 
nounced wa; the result of that. It differs not materially; 
the value system encapsulated by the term within the 
framework of Christian norms and standards has been 
the value system of the National Party, and the National 
Party has become a non- racial party years ago when we 
opened its membership. We've achieved more than 50 
percent of our support; the 4 million votes that we yot 
in 1994 were from people of color in South Africa. So 
in that sense there's nothing new. But what is new is 
that we say our focus is now going to be to break the 
old pattern of party politics, that if this country remains 
Caught in a trap of ethnic voting, then we will not have 
a fully blown, strong, real multi- party democracy. So 
the focus is to bring together ihose who believe in the 
same things, who support that value system that has 
made countries prosperous throughout the world on the 
economic side, and which can ensure a decent society 
for South Africa. 


[Burdette] And does that vision encompass all groups 
in South Africa, not just minority groups? 


[De Klerk] It encompasses all groups; we specifically 
say, and | said it in my speech and spelled it out, that we 
will not have that sort of multiparty democracy unless 
we get millions of people who voted for the ANC, but 
who in their heart of hearts support this value system to 
also make the quantum leap, and to vote according to 


FBIS-AFR-96-024 
$ February 1996 


their inner beliefs and no longer according to old, fixed 
patterns. 


[Burdette] You said in your speech on Friday that you 
are trying to shake off the image of the past, and that you 
find that very difficult to do, that the National Party still 
has its image from the apartheid era, and yet some of 
the high-profile people in the party who are very much 
linked to that era, for example, the former Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok, are still very high profile 
in your party. Any moves to sideline them perhaps? 


[De Kierk] Does that mean if one applies the same test 
Minister Joe Modise — I like him quite a lot — is 
still in the cabinet, does that mean that the ANC is still 
an organization planting bombs? It doesn’t mean thal 
[changes thought], we are bringing together everybody 
who believe in the same things. Minister Viok I knew 
for 30 years. Minister Viok was as enthusiastic about the 
reform, about the release of President Mandela, about 
everything, as any other member of my government. We 
are bringing together white and black and brown and 
Indian in our party on the basis of submission to the 
Almighty God, on the basis of a value system which 
is basically in step with what is referred to, in your 
political terms, as the Christian democratic movement, 
away from socialism. 


[Burdette] Let's move to your appointment of Roelf 
Meyer in the post of secretary general. What are you 
going to see him [changes thought], how would you 
define his role? 


[De Klerk} Apart from his main role, to which I will 
come, he will be taking over from Dr. Dawie de Villiers 
what used to be the chairmanship of our management 
committee of our party [as heard], in other words he 
will be taking a very strong hand in managing our 
Organizational activities from a logistic point of view, 
and from an information point of view. Secondly, he 
will be leading the National Party in the National 
Assembly, in central Parliament, but then his main task 
will be to, in very Close interaction with me, to manage 
this drive which is contained in our vision and mission 
to build out the party, to interact with other parties, 
to interact with communities, to continue to stimulate 
debate, and to create a climate for a realignment in South 
African politics. 


[Burdette] And his pulling out of politics, does that 
mean the National Party will lose that cabinet post? 


[De Klerk] No, we are entitled in terms of the Consti- 
tution to six ministers, so I will now appoint a minister. 
President Mandela must in the final analysis accept the 
person of my choice. We must negotiate, however, in 
terms of the Constitution in good faith and good spirit 
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on who is appointed. So there’s first a phase of negotia- 
tion between me and President Mandela, and thereafter 
an appointment will be made. 


(Burdette) The National Party appears to be losing 
support in colored and Indian areas, especially if you 
look at the recent local government elections; people 
there complain that the party has not maintained a 
presence. What's your reaction to that? 


{De Klerk] Well, firstly, it’s definitely overdone. We 
didn’t grow substantially, and on the face of it it seems 
as if we might have lost some support, but it’s marginal, 
but the election in the rural areas here in the Western 
Cape, but specifically in Cape Town, the main center, 
that is where we received many, many voters in the 
general election, and I'm convinced that we are going 
to hold our own here and in KwaZulu/Natal. 


{Burdette} And finally, are you planning a name change 
to go along with your new image? 


[De Klerk] A mere name change is not considered; 1’ 
will be regarded as cosmetic, and it would be correct to 
say that it would just be cosmetic. A name change will 
go hand in hand if we are sure that by actually becoming 
part of a greater whole which will definitely be the 
achievement of our vision, then obviously we won't 
cling to our name; we are prepared for a name change, 
but it must go hand in hand with other developments. 


{Burdette} Thank you very much, National Party leader 
F.W. de Klerk. 


South Africa: Freedom Front Pledges To Cooperate 
With Truth Commission 

MBO0202162896 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
31 Jan 9 p4 


(Unattributed report] 


{FBIS Translated Text] The freedom Front [FF] is to 
consider giving its full couperation to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission [TRC] if the TRC can prove 
that it is serious in bringing about national unity and 
reconciliation, FF leader General Constand Viljoen said. 


He said on Tuesday (30 January], after talks with 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Dr. Aiex Boraine of the 
TRC, he had doubts about the TRC. 


For instance, he is concerned about the lack of military 
experts on the commission who will have to pass 
sentence on the actions of soldiers. 


He intends to propose in writing to the TRC that two 
representatives from the liberation organizations and the 
security forces be appointed. 
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“We will consider cooperating, depending on how the 
commission is run. I think it is only right to give them 
a fair chance, so they can show their honesty as well as 
their object've of nauonal unity and reconciliation.” 


He is now more convinced that Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and Dr. Boraine are serious about achieving their 
objective of reconciliation. If they fail, then a divisive 
factor will have been created. [Words indistinct] to him, 
the TRC’s success will depend to a large degree on 
whether it inspires the Afrikaners’ confidence. 


The meeting was attended by General Viljoen’s brother, 
Professor Braam Viljoen; the FF’s Senator Rosier de 
Ville; FF’s legal adviser Jurgen Kogl; and Dr. Frederik 
van Zyl Slabbert, a TRC report said. 


It is one of a series of meetings planned for all leaders 
of political parties, aimed at convincing them that the 
TRC is committed to impartiality. 


This meeting had been arranged following an invitauion 
by Dr. Boraine to General Viljoen, after Viljoen had 
expressed doubts in a radio program. 


South Africa: SANCO Head Discusses Group's 
Role in Implementation of RDP 
MB0302154196 Johannesburg NEW NATION 

in English 2 Feb 96 p6 


[Report by Pule Molebeledi] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The South African National 
Civic Organisation (Sanco) will continue to operate in 
order to ensure democratic governance and accountabil- 
ity of government structures at all levels. 


In an interview on a wide range of issues, Sanco 
secretary general Penrose Ntlonti told NEW NATION 
his organisation has resolved to develop integrated 
Strategies to ensure the implementation of the [words 
indistinct} [Reconstruction and Development Program] 
as a basis to engage progressive political organisations 
and development stakeholders likely to play a critical 
role in the reconstruction of the country. 


The view of the civic movement's leadership under 
the new democratic conditions, he said, was to push 
for a transparent, people-centred and people-driven 
development, so as to improve the quality of life 
of the people, through capacity-building, grass roots 
participation and maintaining a monitoring role. 


Nilont: says the government's performance in the next 
few ° | be subjected to critical assessment at 
ever) vithin society, with each sector using 
different s\andards to gauge success or failure. 
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"The standards by which such assessment will be 
measured in previously disenfranchised communities 
plagued by poverty, lack of housing, unemployment and 
authoritarian rule, will be somewhat different. 


“For Sanco, improvement in the quality of life will form 
an important standard against which the government's 
performance will be measured. This will, however, 
depend on the extend to which the people at grass 
roots are empowered, to be able to drive the process 
of reconstruction and development,” says Ntlonti. 


He argues that Sanco is expected to play a pivotal role in 
ensuring community involvement in the implementation 
of the RDP, as a representative of the interests of the 
community. 


He, however, admits that it may be a correct assumption 
to say that Sanco is not in a position to take on 
that responsibility, as civic structures are either poorly 
organised or completely non-existent, especially in the 
rural areas. 


"We need to revive our street, area and branch com- 
mittees, as these will serve as the ideal forums through 
which any community consultation about needs can be 
identified. We also need to establish broadly-based local 
development forums in every community,” he says. 


In response to a question, Ntlonti said he believed 
the civic’s non-partisanship is not contradictory, despite 
their alliance with the ANC. The alliance was based on 
the existing practical situation. 


“We looked at all organisations which were contesting 
elections and their prog: ammes. Eventually, we identi- 
fied with the ANC programmes, which proved to be in 
line with most of our thinking, particularly around the 
issue of the RDP. Based on that, we felt we needed to 
back such an organisation”. 


Ntlonti went further to clarify the confusion between 
Sanco and ANC candidates who contested the Novem- 
ber local government elections last year. He said Sanco 
had decided that since it is not a political organisation, 
it was not going to field candidates but to back ANC- 
nominees. 


Kt later transpired that some of the Sanco leadership at 
local level were actually ANC members and were also 
nominated by the their constituencies on the ANC ticket. 


"As a result of that, they had to be in the list. But 
there were situations where some of those not nominated 
in the ANC list, wanted to ensure inclusion in the 
nomination list. So some lobbied for support and were 
backed by interested groups such as those within Sanco 
— even though Sanco had taken a resolution not to field 
candidates. 
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"We discussed that with some of the people and they 
heeded the organisation's decision. But others who had 
their personal interests, did not heed and our policy and 
stood as Sanco candidates. So some won the seats and 
we have been trying to resolve that with the ANC since 
most of these people are also ANC members. We have 
to work out a mechanism of accommodating them to 
the list.” 


Asked if there will be any disciplinary hearings fez 
some of Sanco’s local leadership who defied the organ- 
isation’s decision not to contest local elections, Nuonti 
said it is very difficult to discipline people “when you 
are still in the process of building, more especially when 
you understand some cases why there was such confu- 
sion. However, we want to ensure that in future people 
stick to policies adopted by the organisation." 


Moses Mayekiso, member of parliament and Sanco’s 
ex-officio member, added that the civic wanted South 
Africa to be completely liberated, hence 1 supported the 
“winning horse in the race. Since we also contributed a 
certain section of the RDP document, we felt that the 
ANC is for total liberation and democratisation of the 
economy. 


South Africa: Truth Commission Begins Evaluating 
2,700 Amnesty Applicants 


MBO0202165896 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
3] Jan96 p4 


[Report by Eugene Yssel] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The applications of Janus 
Walus and Clive Derby-Lewis who are accused in the 
Chris Hani murder, are among the 2,700 amnesty ap- 
plications which the Truth and Reconciliation Commis- 
sion’s [TRC] Amnesty Commission began evaluating 
Tuesday [30 January]. 


Commission Member Chris de Jager made it clear that 
no application would receive preference for considera- 
tion on "the basis of names.” 


More thar 2,000 of the approximately 2,700 applica- 
tions already received by the TRC are from prisoners 
of p2enle in detention. These applications should, ac- 
cording to legislation, receive preference. 


It would seem at this stage that about 300 of the 
applications received from prisoners would not be 
considered because the crimes were committed after the 
$ December deadline. 


TRC Vice Chairman Judge Andrew Wilson said two 
members of the committee were to start studying and 
evaluating the applications. Regular meetings are to be 
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held to decide how to further treat specific applications 
already evaluated. [passage omitted] 


South Africa: Buthelezi Calls Meeting of Zulu 
Leaders, Royal Family 

MBO0202190496 Durban ILANGA in Zulu 1-3 Feb 96 
pl 


(FBIS Translated Text) This week, Zulu traditional 
Prime Minister Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi, issued a very 
important announcement calling Zulu traditional leaders 
and members of the Zulu royal household to a meeting. 


In his announcement, Buthelezi said, "I hereby issue a 
notice on my behalf, and on behalf of the chairman of 
traditional affairs, Chief Ngubane, inviting all traditional 
leaders and members of the royal household tc a meet- 
ing to be held at Mandleni at 9:00 AM on Friday, 16 
February 1996. This meeti. g is to brief the leaders and 
royal family on the meeting »etween President Mandela 
and the Zulu king recently, and on the proposed gath- 
ering of the Zulu nation at a royal kraal. I made rec- 
ommendations to the King that we should first hold our 
meeting, before calling a gathering of the Zulu nation, 
as proposed by President Mandela. I wish to emphasize 
that this meeting is not for the entire Zulu nation, but 
for the traditional leaders and royal family only.” 


South Africa: IFP Secretary General Jiyane 
Discusses Various Issues 


MB0302170396 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 2 Feb 96 pill 


{Interview with IFP Secretary General Dr. Ziba Jiyane 
by Paddy Harper; place and date not given; passages 
within slantlines published in boldface] 


IS Transcribed Text) Last week you went on 


E 


Firstly, I must state that I was in no way stating any 
preconditions for the Imbizo. My comments were mere 
observations made by myself as party secretary general. 


The party is not involved in this and the IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party] president is involved more in his 
Capacity as chairman of the House of Traditional 
Leaders. 
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The Imbizo is a matter of the Zulu nation, not a party 
matter. The amaKhosi will decide what issues need to 
be covered to pave the way for the coming Imbizo. 


It is quite possible that they might want these issues 
addressed in the meeting leading up to the Imbizo. 


The king used to call for autonomy of the Zulu kingdom 
and also supported the idea of international mediation 
if it were to help in achieving the goal of autonomy. 


After the elections, we have had reports that he has 
changed his mind without proper consultation with the 
amaKhosi. 


It is up to the amaKhosi and their king whether or not 
this issue needs greater discussion when they meet. 


With regard to the IFP’s return to the Constitu- 
tional Assembly [CA], can we expect any new devel- 
opments, given the progress being made with regard 
to the provincial constitution? Would the issue of 
mediation still remain central to the party’s return? 


If a constitution “or kwaZulu-Natal is adopted and 
certified, this will go a long way towards encouraging 
the IFP to seriously consider going back to the CA. 
What is central for the IFP is not mediation as such, but 
rather the issue of the powers of the province. 


Therefore, the adoption of provincial constitution with 
some of the key powers we are seeking would go a 
long way towards us considering our demands fulfilled. 
Mediation is not an end in itself, but rather a means to 
achieving the end of sufficient provincial powers. 


In the past week revelations have been made about 
the clandestine use of funds by the then kwaZulu- 
Natal government to pay memburs of the Self- 
Protection Units ([SPUs] on the instruction of the IFP 
president himself and that he and kwaZulu-Police 
Commissioner Brig Roy During had clashed over 
During’s refusal to do so. Why then the continual 
denials that such payment and training took place? 


From the party point of view, the national council of 
the IFP or any other IFP structure never sat down and 
decided to undertake the training of SPUs or any other 
paramilitary or military force. 


It was the government of KwaZulu that decided to do 
so in accordance with the National Peace Accord. 


The Zulu community, because of its principled opposi- 


tion to apartheid independence, could not have an army, 
unlike the Transkei and the Ciskei. 


Therefore it could have what the Peace Accord legally 
permitted - the Self Protection Units - which it decided 
to form as the government of kwaZulu. 
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I am secretary general of the IFP and cannot speak on 
behalf of government. Only this government can address 
these issues. 

© * surely at that time the government of KwaZulu 
sisted of IFP officials who played key roles in both 
ce vacities? 

There are party officials who are still in government who 
are acknowiedged =Svut the process that took place. 


However, they took actions on the part of the then 
government, not of the IFP. 


The official allegedly responsible for the disappear- 
ance of funds, a Mr Sipho Lombo, who was respon- 
sible for a court action against the ANC over his 
torture in the camps. 1 >is person has now appar- 
ently disappeared and cannot be found to account 
for his actions. Could it not be that he is being with- 
held from the public eye to prevent him from talking 


about what happened? 
I do no’ b<lieve that is possible, but I don’t know. 


I don't even really know if he is a party member, but | 
wouldn't recognise him if I saw him. 


I don’t think the party would go to such lengths as to 
hide him. It would in fact be in the party's interests to 
have him account for his actions, which also include 
the invasion of the legislature and forcing officials to 
do things which they did not want to do. 


With regard to the party’s Gauteng structures, the 
disciplinary committee was looking into the issue 
of his misappropriation of some R30,000 [rands| in 
election funds last year. What progress has been 
made in this investigation? 


We wow have formal party structures in Gauteng and 
are .nvolved in efforts to strengthen those structures. 
Disciplinary matters will have to be handled by those 
structures, something which has caused considerable 
deiay in conciuding the process. 


But certainly the only official believed to be responsible 
was Mr Lamula as all other officials have been cleared. 


Fingers are now pointed at Mr Lamula, who we have 
been unable to interview. 


With regard to a second investigation into the disap- 
pearance of some R250,000 in funds the commission 
that has been set up to investigate has not yet tabled its 
findings. 

However, we will ensure that the matter is followed 
through to its finality. 


Stil on the issue of party discipline, what action 
is being taken with regard to Mandla Shabalala, 
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the provincial IFP MP (member of Parliament}, at 
Lindelani over his alleged role in the hijacking of 
buses in the area to b-<.. his own business interests? 


The party has been looking very seriously into the whole 
issue Of Lindelani and called a community meeting at 
which the decisions of he national council with regard 
to the matter was put to the whole community. 


At the same time, if the party decides it is necessary, 
an emergency meeting (of the IFP’s national council) 
could be called to discuss this matter of Lindelani. 


Steps also need to be taken to isolate the perpetrators 
of this acuon from the community. 


Party structures have investigated the matter and went 
to Shabalala to tell him to stop forthwith. 


What progress has been made with your programme 
to "democratise" your party by introducing perfor- 
mance charts of officials and MPs, setting up proper 
structures and so on? Has there been resistance from 
party members over this approach? 


We have been getting a good response in kwaZulu- 
Natal, where our major base is. We have been con- 
solidating our branches in the province and expanding 
structures. 


We are confident of getting the results we have been 
looking for — a decisive performance by our structures 
in the local government elections of May 29. 


We will, this weekend, be calling together all of our 
grassroots leaders and our national council members 
to hold discussions on local government strategy and 
planning for our campaign. 


It pleases me to see that a large part of our national 
council is now composed of elected grassroots leaders 
and to see elected grassroots leaders taking full respon- 
sibility for the party in the elections and other areas. 


There has been resistance and some hiccups obviously, 
but that 1s the rough and tumble of politics. 


South Africa: IFP Denies Reports of Return to 
Constitutional Assembly 


MB0402171396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1543 GMT 04 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ULUNDI Feb 4 SAPA — The 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP] on Sunday reiterated that 
it would not return to the Constitutional Assembly [CA] 
unul international mediation had taken place. 


A resolution reaffirming the IFP’s position — and 
condemning the media for speculating that it would 
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return to the CA —- was taken al a meeting of the party's 
national council on Sunday. 


In a statement, the national! council also said it was sur- 
prised at speculation that a constitutional settlement in 
KwaZulu-Natal would obviate the need for international 
mediation. 

The council said it wanted to remind the media and 
others “who mischievously talk about the IFP’s return 
to the Constitutional Assembly”, that this was not the 
case. 


Resolutions had been taken unequivocally by both the 
council and at the IFP’s annual general conference that 
there would be no involvement by the party in the 
national constitution-making process until the issue of 
internaticnal mediation was resolved. 


International mediation had been “solemnly promised” 
by the Ag. 2ement for Reconciliation and Peace signed 
on April 19, 1994 by President Nelson Mandela, Deputy 
President F W de Klerk and IFP president Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. 


The council also publicly censured IFP member of 
the provincial legislature Mandia Shabalala, who is 
involved in a controversy about commuter transport in 
Lindelani in KwaZulu-Natal. 


The IFP would not tolerate any interference with the 
rights of communities to choose whatever means of 
transport they desired, the council said. 


It had heard various accounts of Shabalala’s conduct. 
If the matter remained unresolved by ue next national 
council meeting, the counci! would then review Shabal- 
ala’s membership of the provincial legislature and of the 
IFP. 


South Africa: Key Figures Named in IFP 
Self-Protectiion Unit Scandal 


MB0302200196 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 2-8 Feb 96 p 13 


[Report by Anne Eveleth] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} A departmental secretary in 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi's former homeland office, 
Stan Armstrong, is being named as a key player in the 
illegal funding row in which R8.6-million [rands} in 
taxpayers’ money was paid to members of Inkatha’s 
paramilitary self-protection units (SPUs). 


KwaZulu-Natal administrative staff told the provincial 
Public Accounts Committee the decision to pay R1,000 
to individual SPU members was taken “by the chief 
minister's office”. 
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Ken Ladbrook, a provincial finarce department chief 
director once attached to Premier Frank Mdlalose’s de- 
partment, said, when probed on how payinents were 
made in the 1994 to 1995 fiscal year, that the late 
amalgamation of the former KwaZulu homeland gov- 
ernment and the Natal provincial administration meant 
that Buthelezi’s old office continued operating well into 
the new dispensation. 


Ladbrook also said the decision was taken by 
Buthelezi’s former departmental secretary, Armstrong, 
who now serves on the provincial Public Service 
Commission. Armstrong is also believed to have played 
a key role in the KwaZulu Government's shadowy in- 
telligence wing, the Bureau of Security and Intelligence 
(BSI). 


In 1994, Armstrong featured in the claims of former mil- 
itary officer Rian van Rensburg, that he had participated 
in training of paramilitary forces on oehalf of the IFP 
{Inkatha Freedom Party]. Van Rensburg alleged Arm- 
strong was the linkman between his clandestine work 
and the leadership of the IFP. 


Observers say Armstrong's involvement in the SPU 
scandal and the illegal Mlaba camp training exposed 
in 1994 may also shed some light on the alleged 
links between the party's paramilitary network and 
officials of the former KwaZulu Department of Nature 
Conservation (KDNC). 


The Network of Independent Monitors (NIM) alleged 
last year that game reserves in remote areas under the 
control of the KDNC were being used to train SPU 
members. In addition to the Mlaba camp, which is 
located in the Umfolozi Game Reserve, and the Mkuze 
camp that was used to train the IFP’s Caprivi 200, 
NIM alleged the Port Durnford forest reserve on the 
KwaZulu-Natal north coast was used for "48-hour flash 
training.” 


In a statement last week rejecting the auditor general's 
claim that the SPU training had been illegal and that 
it had led to the destruction of the Mlaba camp facil- 
ity, KwaZulu-Natal MP [member of Parliament] John 
Aulesborook said: “Throughout the training programme, 
the department of the chief minister liaised directly with 
the KwaZulu Department of Nature Conservation in or- 
der to preserve the environmental integrity of the (Miaba 
training camp) area (in the Umfolozi Game Reserve)’. 
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South African Government Moves To Curb Flow of 
Chinese Imports 

MB0402145496 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
29 Jan 96 p Js 


[Report by Shirley Jones, Charlotte Mathews and Ross 
Herbert] 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg — The trade 
and industry department is negotiating a deal to limit 
spiralling imports — which are seriously harming local 
industries — from mainiand China to South Africa. 


Department spokesman Ishmail Lagardien confirmed 
yesterday the negotiations were taking place. 


The move has received a mixed response from local in- 
dustry. Some manufacturers fear that any formalisation 
of trade ties with China will have serious ramifications 
in relation to trade ties with Taiwan. 


China, which has been lobbying aggressively to cut off 
all dip!omatic recognition of Taiwan, would be unlikely 
to give meaningful concessions to South Africa without 
a price. Manufacturers said they feared the deal would 
formalise trade between the two countries and would 
merely serve to initiate further disruptive imports into 
South Africa. 


The pact, sources in the ministry said, is tied to an 
initiative to study the relative merits of trade with China 
«ad Taiwan, a calculation that raises the spectre of re- 
evaluating South Africa's diplomatic ties with the two 
Chinas. 


"We are negotiating a voluntary restraint pact. One of 
the issues is that China already has most-favoured nation 
status with South Africa, but South Africa does not 
have the same status with China. Their goods are not 
discriminated against when they arrive here, but our 
goods are when they land there,” Lagardien said. 


Under the voluntary export restraint arrangement, said 
to be similar to the agreement that exists between this 
country and America on steel imports, the two countries 
would agree to a specified tonnage of imports of various 
items. 

The ministry is also planning a public secninar on trade 
with China and the voluntary restraint pact for the end 
of February, he said. 


Sources said this was a type of voluntary quota system 
to persuade China to hold back from flooding the South 
African market. It is also a way of getting around 
the World Trade Organisation regulations that forbid 
quotas. China is not a signatory to the WTO. 


A preliminary meeting was held last week between the 
trade and industry department and representatives from 
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the footwear, clothing and textile industries and two 
unions. The meeting was confidential and the ministry 
is apparently not releasing details of the arrangement 
until nego‘uations are further advanced. 


That made industry sources reluctant to be identified and 
sources from other industries were not prepared to go 
on record with committees until they had had a meeting 
with the minister. 

Charles Chen, the press officer from the Taiwanese 
Embassy, said on Friday [2 February] evening that he 
had no knowledge of the agreement. 


A source in the clothing and textile industries voiced 
concern that the customs and excise department would 
not be able to police this agreemen'. He said it would 
be impossible to monitor tonnages without an effective 


computer system. 

However, another source said the agreement was ex- 
tremely positive. It would enable South African indus- 
tries to negotiate quantitative controls on imports that 
would be administered by China. 


These controls would apply particularly in areas where 
China's exports to South Africa were increasing sub- 
stantially and seriously injuring local industries, such as 
footwear. 


The trade and industry department said it had been 
considering action to prevent this flow of imports in 
any case. They had been about to introduce specific, or 
what ‘we termed separate column duties, against China 
on various products. But China had suggested that rather 
than be singled out for punitive duties, it would agree 
to a voluntary export restraint arrangement. 


There was also a benefit in return for South African 
exporters to China. South Africa would get most- 
favoured nation status in exporting to China. 


South Africa: Provincial Government Meets To 
Assess Closure of Mines 


MBO0202194896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 2 Feb 9 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] There's consensus that the 
economic plight of the Free State goldfields could have 
serious repercussions for the province as a whole. 


A member of the finance committee in the Free State 
Government, Mr. Henry Lerm, says different role play- 
ers presented the same signals at the public hearings 
held in Welkom since yesterday. The aim of the hear- 
ings is to find the strategy for the economic survival of 
the goldfizics following Freegold's announcement ear- 
lier this moath about the closure of mine shafts and the 
possible retrenchment of 10,000 mineworkers. 
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Today's hearing was held in camera. Mr. Lerm says 
rcople on the goldfields want the Free State Government 
to take note of the contributions this region has made 
to its economy. They want to help themselves, but 
also expect the government tc assist in addressing the 
problems. 


South Africa: Minister Pik Botha Suspends Levy on 
Paraffin Sales 

MBO0302200296 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 

in English 0600 GMT 3 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mineral and Energy Affairs 
Minister Pik Botha has suspended a seven cents a liter 
levy on illuminating paraffin sales for two months. 
This follows an earlier announcement that paraffin and 
diesel prices would rise by six and nine cents a liter, 
respectively, on Wednesday (31 January]. Mr. Botha 
says without the suspension of the levy the price of 
paraffin would have risen by 13 cents a liter. 


South African Courts Urged To Rule on School 
Refusing To Admit Blacks 


MB0402171396 Johanr ‘sburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 4 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Afrikaner Volksfront 
{National Front] has expressed concern at the intention 
of the Northern Province’s government to petition the 
supreme court to force the Potgietersrus primary school 
to admit pupils of all races. The provincial government 
said on Friday [2 February] that an urgent application 
for the a court interdict would be lodged in the Pretoria 
Supreme Court tomorrow, to restrain the school from 
refusing to admit three black pupils. A spokesman for 
the Volksfront, Dr. WJ. Snyman, said the mixing of 
culturally different children was an injustice against all 
children involved. Proper teaching principles, he said, 
demanded that the children be taught in their mother 
tongue, and be instructed about their specific culture. 


South African Press Review for 3 Feb 
MB0402 154996 


(FBIS Report) 
SATURDAY STAR 


"Slack Pace of Delivery’ by ANC — An editorial on 
page 10 of the Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR in 
English of 3 February states that many South Africans 
are “getting quite impatient” with the government's 
slow pace on certain issues. The ANC's policy of 
reconciliation is “hopelessly misdirected” and can only 
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work "if all involved are party to the exercise, otherwise 
the whole thing bogs down to a sham and appeasement”. 
The “contemptuous blockade of a State school by 
racist whites” in Potgietersrus is one example of the 
“continued pussyfooting” because “armed racists” were 
allowed to “hold the Constitution to ransom with 
infernal impunity”. Mandela should have “sent in the 
army to defend the Constitution”, given that this is his 
“first and primary duty”. 


BEELD 


Lesson from Farrakhan — "South Africans must take 
note of American black consciousness leader Louis Far- 
rakhan, whom President Nelson Mandela met on Sun- 
day,” warns an editorial on page 10 of the Johannes- 
burg BEELD in Afrikaans of 30 January. “The man 
is not only a racist, chauvinist extremist. He is appar- 
ently also a refined, engaging, and charismatic person" 
who “not only incites people, but also does good.” But 
"he is also an extremist, and therefore dangerous, and 
his charismatic hold over people makes him that much 
more dangerous. The point is that black Americans turn 
to him because they still lag far behind, even though 
they won the struggle for equal civil rights decades 
ago." The lesson for South Africans is that, “unless a 
relatively moderate government like that of President 
Mandela can succeed in markedly improving the cir- 
cumstances of blacks here, the chances are that much 
greater that they can themselves become Farrakhans.” 


Swazi Rulers Must Use Breathing Space — An edito- 
rial on page 8 of the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
of 31 January states: "Democracy is an infectious phe- 
nomenon.” With its powerful neighbor, South Africa, 
already firmly on the path of democracy, “it was in- 
evitable that Swazi citizens should begin to ask: Why 
not in our country too?” “What is particularly notable is 
that workers and trade unions are in the forefront of the 
democratic movement in Swaziland — just as workers 
and trade unions formed the backbone of the struggle 
for democracy in South Africa in the eighties.” “The 
Swazi king and his co-rulers will be greatly mistaken if 
they dismiss the workers’ struggle as insignificant. The 
South African experience has shown that today it is the 
workers, tomorrow the office workers and the elites, and 
in no time at all every citizen is part of the movement to- 
wards democracy and renewal.” “The Swazi rulers must 
therefore use the breathing space that has been created, 
to address the demands for democracy. They are faced 
with the universal striving for freedom and participa- 
tion, which is much more powerful than even the most 
intransigent regime anywhere on earth.” 
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Angola 


Angola: South Africa’s Nzo Concludes Visit, 
Promises Assistance 


MBO102205496 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT I Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] South African Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo concluded his visit to our country today. 
Alfred Nzo said at a news conference before leaving 
Angola that his country will give its full assistance to 
the Angolan peace process. 


The South African foreign minister signed a cooperation 
protocol with his Angolan counterpart Venancio de 
Moura. Alfred Nzo was in Angola to examine bilateral 
issues, familiarize himself with the development of the 
peace process, as well as to prepare for President Nelson 
Mandela’s visit to our country. 


Alfred Nzo said his country is ready to help Angola 
achieve peace. 


(Begin Nzo recording, in English with passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese; transcribed from 
English) South Africa, as I have indicated during our 
visit here, is very close [word indistinct) to the peace 
process process in this country because we believe it is 
a fundamental platform for stability in Angola, progress 
in Angola, stability in our region. We have promised 
the Angolans that we shall do everything possible to 
assist in the promotion — the progress — of the peace 
process. The Angolan Government will, of course, from 
time to time, if it so deems necessary, consult with us 
on various questions and make certain requests that we 
would consider. [end recording] 


Angola: Russian Eavoy To Deliver Messages to Dos 
Santos, Savimbi 


MBO0302203296 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 3 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Russian Vice Foreign Min- 
ister Boris Kolokov, a special envoy of the Russian 
president, arrived in Luanda from Namibia today. The 
Russian diplomat is scheduled to deliver messages to 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi, 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
{[UNITA] leader on views of the Russian president and 
his government on the development of the Angolan 
peace process. The Russian minister is also scheduled 
to meet with Angolan Government officials to discuss 


cooperation with Angola. [passage omitted] 
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Angola: UN Official on UNITA Confinement in Vila 
Nova, Londuimbale 


MB0202163796 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transiaied Text} Regarding the confinement of 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA) troops, the areas of Quibaxe and Negage still 
have none, but the numbers are rising in Vila Nova 
and Londuimbale. Paulo Rodrigues do Nascimento, UN 
Angola Verification Mission-3 spokesman, gave the 
latest figures: 

[Begin do Nascimento recording) A total of 1,150 and 
450 soldiers have been confined to Vila Nova and 
Londuimbale assembly areas, respectively. No soldiers 
have yet been confined to Negage or Quibaxe assembly 
areas. A total of 1,124 and 471 weapons were handed 
in at Vila Nova and Londuimbale, respectively. [end 
recording) 


Angola: UNITA Official Explains Troop 
Confinement Delays 

MB0302170496 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 2 Feb % 


(From the "Ultima Hora” program) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Jonas Savimbi, National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader, 
had promised the current UN Security Council president 
that !6,500 soldiers of his Army would be confined by 
8 February. However, REUTER news agency quotes 
UN sources as saying that only 1,600 UNITA soldiers 
have been confined so far. In an interview with our 
correspondent Joao Van Dunem, UNITA Information 
Secretary Marcial Dachala denies the UN figures: 


[Begin recording) [Dachala) All UNITA Army officers 
have been involved in the quartering of our troops 
over the past three days. The generals involved in the 
process include General Ben-Ben, Bock, Chilingutila, 
and Uwiu. At present, we have about 1,500 soldiers 
confined to barracks at Vila Nova and more than 
1,200 men en route to there. In the northern region, 
UNITA commanders are involved in the process despite 
logistical problems, particularly because of lack of 
transport. We are not receiving the necessary assistance 
from the UN Angola Verification Mission (Unavem]- 
3 and UNITA is using its own transportation to carry 
the soldiers. Had we received enough transportation 
assistance from the Unavem, many more soldiers would 
have been confined by now. 


[Van Dunem] A UN official said this afternoon that 
UNITA only confined 1,600 men and that the situation 
is becoming worrisome. 
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(Dachala) I am giving UNITA's report on the quartering 
of soldiers and this is the reality on the ground. 


{Van Dunem] Do you believe then that UNITA will 
confine 16,500 men by 8 February? 


(Dachala) UNITA will do the utmost to fulfill its pledge. 


Angola: UNITA Contradicts Foreign Media 
Confinement Figures 

MB0402172096 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 4 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Committed to the implemen- 
tation of the Lusaka Protocol, the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] continues 
to send more soldiers to assembly areas. In the central 
highlands alone, about 3,000 UNITA soldiers have re- 
ported to Vila Nova and Londuimbali assembly areas. 
A substantial number of soldiers has been concentrated 
in Chiundo, awaiting to be quartered. UNITA General 
Staff sources have told our correspondent that these 
numbers give lie to what the Angolan and foreign news 
media have been reporting. 


UNITA soldiers began to be confined in Negage on 
3 February, with more than 500 men reporting to 
designated barracks. General Abilio Kamalata Numa, 
a UNITA officer actively involved in the quartering of 
soldiers, said on 3 February that the operation started 
well, and that more soldiers will report to assembly areas 
over the next few days. 


A total of 84 armed and 137 unarmed soldiers reported 
to the Quibaxe assembly point on 3 February. Colonel 
(Kalashi), commander of UNITA forces in the area, says 
the UN's decision to reject unarmed soldiers could com- 
plicate the exercise. Meanwhile, more UNITA combat 
forces, including the artillery battalion with the North- 
ern Command, this morning left Bula Atumba, Guma, 
and Nambuangongo for Quibaxe. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: Minister Says Customs 
‘Misinterpreted’ Directive on Tax 
MBO0202200496 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1800 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Mozambique’s Deputy Fi- 
nance Minister Luisa Diogo has said that customs misin- 
terpreted its directives on emergency food aid by retain- 
‘ng maize i by the World Food Program [WFP] 
for free distribution. She told today's edition of the Ma- 
puto daily newspaper NOTICIAS that the government 
created another mechanism to exempting all emergency 
people from duty. 
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Luisa Diogo was speaking after a meeting with the 
National Customs Office and Mozambique’s owned 
relief agency, the DPCCN, the coordinator of the entire 
emergency program set up to relieve the effects of 
drought and war. She declared crisis over and the 
customs authority must release the 400,000 tonnes of 
maize from the warehouses and begin distributing it to 
the needy people. 


Mrs. Diogo told NOTICIAS that the Ministry of Finance 
and Planning was working out new regulations for the 
importation of emergency food. She said her govern- 
ment hoped the new rules will help fight against tax eva- 
sions. There are reports of opportunists who have been 
importing various goods under cover of emergency. In 
reality, the goods are for commercial purposes. 


On Wednesday (31 January], the WFP interrupted pro- 
viding destitute peasant families with food in protest 
against the customs attitude. The United Nations or- 
ganization warned that about 350,000 people in south- 
ern Mozambique would face hunger immediately if the 
problem was not resolved. 


Mozambique, Zimbabwe Discuss Border Security in 
Tete 


MBO0202203596 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Mozambique and Zimbabwe are 
discussing in Tete Province the strengthening of bilat- 
eral relations and security and tranquillity guarantee be- 
tween the two countries. The meeting is also exam- 
ining (words indistinct] cooperation between the two 
countries and draw up future actions. At the meeting's 
opening session, Tete Provincial Governor Virgilio Fer- 
rao said it is Mozambique’s desire, particularly in Tete 
Province, to see some common border problems re- 
solved. 


Mozambique: Editorial Views U.S. Corn Theft, 
Corruption 


MB0202193796 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
30 Jan 96 p 3 


{Editorial: “In the Government's Hands"] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The U.S. decision to suspend 
food aid to Mozambique came, we must say, al an 
ideal time, as it relates to the creation of a new wave 
of instability. The decision to send 18,000 tonnes of 
corn destined for Mozambique to another country, at a 
time when our urban markets are almost experiencing a 
zero supply level, in terms of cereals, is devastating. It 
will not be easy to convince everyone that there are no 
other political motivations by Washington, particularly 


1s report may contain 
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considering the sympathy that local representatives of 
the State Department [preceding two words in English) 
have toward the Mozambique National Resistance. 


U.S. taxpayers have, however, every right to say loudly: 
We give you corn and you let it be stolen constantly; 
that is enough. Perhaps a threa! this kind is in order 
to force our government to understand the imperative 
need to show concrete signs that it wants to end the 
cancer of theft and corruption that is spreading all over 
our society. 


So, it does not interest us to engage in a series of 
anti-Ame. ‘can accusations. The time will tell — as it 
usually dues — if the United States is using food as a 


political weapon. What is important now is to establish 
this simple truth: We are the problem and the solution 


is with the government. 


As early as 1990, the government wrote the following 
in its report to the United Nations on the emergency 
situation: "Some donors have expressed their concern 
about excessive losses of food aid" along the railroad 
to Zimbabwe and at "Maputo and Beira ports”. "There 
is evidence that this theft is well organized”. The report 
then said: “the police investigated" 246 reported cases of 
“thefts and embezzlement.” Of these, 189 “were taken to 
court”. “The internal security at Mozambican railroads 
and harbors will closely follow up the situation with 
to guarantee an effective control and assume financial 
responsibility for the losses”, etc. 


Very recently, Sweden publicly showed its dissatis- 
faction with the way our authorities were handling 
thefts registered within the framework of the Emergency 
Seeds and Agricultural Tools Program. How much eco- 
nomic damage has this problem caused, just because the 
government has not acted quickly to resolve it? 


FBIS-AFR-96-024 
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Namibia 
Namibia: SWANU Says Government ‘Dragging Its 
Feet’ on Land Issue 


MB0402185496 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 31 Jan 96 pl 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) This was proposed yes- 
lerday by SWANU'’s [South-West African National 
Union) publicity and information officer Mr Kuzeeko 
Kangueehi. In a statement he accused the Government 
of dragging its feet in settling the land issue. 


"The solution to the land issue should not be the 
responsibility of the landless communal farmers and the 
Government alone. 


"The white commercial farmers who forcefully drove 
the black farmers from their ancestral land into these 
camps and took possession of the fertile land for free 
(directly or indirectly through inheritance) should actu- 
ally bear the brunt of the responsibility Mr Kangueehi 
said. 


He said the Government should speed up the process of 
finding a permanent solution to the land issue. 


His party believes that acquisition of land and reset- 
tlement of the landless communal farmers will ren- 
der a permanent solution to drought-related probleins 
and permanent and genuine peace and reconciliation in 
Namibia. 

Government should use all its resources demarcated for 
drought relief plus other means to buy farms from the 
white farmers, give it freely to some communal farmers, 
divide the existing communal lands in small farms, and 
relocate these small farms to the communal farmers 
that are left behind on communal land,” he suggested. 
{quotation marks as published] 


Although SWANU recognises the assistance which the 
government has rendered to farmers during the drought, 
Mr Kangueehi pointed out that the handling of drought- 
related problems was not without flaws. 


Understandably the unprofessional, insensitive, ruthless 
and forceful removal of the Ovitoto communal farmers 
was performed to save the lives of Windhoek and 
Okahandja residents from the dangers of nitrate. 


The question that arises is whether the government is 
not aware that more than 60 percent of the population 
in the communal areas is exposed to the same danger 
by drinking water from the oshanas and omarindis.” 


Relevant Government officials could not be reached for 
comment at the time of writing. 
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Swaziland Swaziland: Union Refuses To Negotiate With 

Swaziland: Police Ban SFTU Meeting of Workers Government Without Mandate 

Slated for 4 Feb MBO0402185596 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 


MB0302 142796 Mbabane Swazi Television in English 
1730 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Following the press announce- 
ment by SFTU (Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions) 
calling for a mass meeting of workers for this com- 
ing Sunday, 4 February 1996 at Salesian High School 
premises, the Royal Swaziland Police wish to inform the 
nation and all concerned that in the interest of peace and 
security in the country, it is the intention of the police 
that this meeting should not take place. This intention 
has been communicated to the executive of the SFTU. 
The decision has been taken with the provisions of Sec- 
tion Three, (10) (ii) [as heard], of the Police and Public 
Order Act 1963, which empowers police to stop or pre- 
vent a public mecting if they believe that the meeting 
will result in a breach of the peace. We hope the nation 
will respond positively to this warning, which is gen- 
uinely given in the interest of peace and public safety. 


Swaziland: Security ‘Beefed Up’ for 4 Feb Union 
Worker’s Meeting 


MB0302200996 Mbabane WEEKEND OBSERVER 
in English 3-4 Feb 96 p 5 


(Report by Thulani Mthethwa] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Security forces in the country 
have tightened security in what is believed to be 
in preparation for tomorrow's [4 February] scheduled 
workers mass meeting which, however, has since been 
banned by police. 


The tightening of security is a joint effort between the 
Umbutfo Swaziland Defence Force (USDF), Swaziland 
Royal Police (RSP) and the Department of Correctional 
Services. 


Tomorrow's banned meeting was being convened by 
the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) to 
update its members about the 27 demands. 


The security forces have beefed up security in govern- 
ment buildings, water reservoirs, electricity sub and ma- 
jor stations and even in buildings in which offices of 
SFTU affiliates are located. 


Sources within the police force have revealed that the 
tightening of the security belt follows threats that gov- 
ernment buildings, water tanks and electricity stations 
could be subjected to sabotage. 


But police Assistant Sergeant Paul Zishwili said provi- 
sion of security is a normal exercise which has been 
going on since the mass stay-away started. 


in English 1600 GMT 4 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions, SFTU, has resolved to stage another 
mass stayaway soon, if government does not allow 
the organization to hold a mass meeting with workers. 
Addressing members, SFTU President Mr. Richard 
Nxumalo said another mass stayaway is set. He told 
them that for more information they can contact their 
branch executives. Earlier on, SFTU Secretary General 
Mr. Jan Sithole told the press that they will not negotiate 
with government without getting the mandate of the 
workers to do so, stating that government has no right 
to deny them meeting with its members. Soldiers and 
police prevented them from converging at Salesian 
sports ground for the meeting. The SFTU executive 
was later allowed to hold their meeting at SFTU's 
Offices in Manzini, where they told workers to go home. 
Heavily armed police and soldiers kept a close eye as 
the meeting progressed. 


Swaziland: Union Leaders Say New National Strike 
To Begin 19 Feb 


MB0402194896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1727 GMT 04 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} MANZINI Feb 4 SAPA — 
A national strike to press for democratic reform in 
Swaziland will start on February 19, trade union leaders 
resolved at a meeting in the commercial centre Manzini 
on Sunday. 


The strike will be the second this year intended to force 
King Mswati, the kingdom's absolute monarch, to lift a 
ban on political parties. The ban was enforced by a royal 
decree issued by his father, King Sobhuza, in 1973. 


A week-long national strike two weeks ago, called 
by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] 
with support from banned political parties, brought 
the kingdom to a virtual standstill and cost the ailing 
economy about R100 [rand] million. 


A planned mass meeting called by the SFTU had to be 
called off on Sunday after the police banned it, saying 
it would endanger peace and security. 


Instead, the SFTU's executive committee held a caucus 
meeting at which it was decided to start another national 
strike on February 19. 


The mass meeting was to have reported back to workers 
on the strike and to seek a mandate to negotiate further 
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with the government on a list of political and labour- 
related demands. 


A Swazi journalist covering Sunday's meeting told 
SAPA heavily armed police and troops were present 
at the school sportsground in Manzini, where the mass 
meeting was to have taken place. 


ice ordered workers turning up for the meeting to go 
home. 


The SFTU last Tuesday (30 January) formally ended 
the strike after Mswati appealed on national television 
for workers to go back to work. Most workers returned 
to work last Monday. 


The Federation of Swaziland Employers and the Swazi- 
land Chamber of Commerce and Industry are expected 
to meet with union leaders and government officials to 


try prevent a repeat of the earlier strike. 


The SFTU, the kingdom's largest union group, is in- 
Creasingly becoming the voice of political activists de- 
nied any other forum to press for change and democracy. 


Swaziland is the only southern African country where 
political parties are still banned. Many have, however, 
unbanned themselves and operate openly, the most vocal 
being the People’s United Democratic Movement. 


Mswati has hitherto given no indication that he intends 
to allow free political activity, despite coming under 
increasing pressure from within Swaziland and abroad 
to do so. 


Swaziland: International Confederation of Unions 
Supports SFTU Cause 


MBO0S02065096 Mbabane THE 1IMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 4 Feb 96 p 1, 2 


(Report by Themba Shongwe} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Brusseis — The International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), the 
mother body of trade unions in the world, has called 
for economic sanctions against Swaziland. 


They have called upon the World Bank the International 
Monetary fund (IMF) end the European Union (EU) to 
impose the sanctions on Swaziland. 


The European Union has been urged to suspend de- 
velopment assistance under the Lome IV Convention 
signed last year. 


ICFTU, Secretary General, Bill Jordan in a letter dated 
26th January 1996 written to all countries of the world 
said the ICFTU had found itself with no choice but 
to call on the strength of the international trade union 
movement to apply economic pressure. 


FBIS-AFR-96-024 
S$ February 1996 


The ICFTU has a membership of over 187 million work- 
ers in the world. "Taking into account the government's 
actions on the country’s prospects for economic and so- 
cial progress, the ICFTU considers it has no other choice 
but to call on the strength of the international trade union 
movement to economic pressure. [as published] As you 
are aware from past correspondence, the government of 
Swaziland has systematically violated trade union and 
other human rights for over more than two years,” the 
letter said. 


Jordan told the unions that similar pressure was effective 
countering repeated and grave violations of trade union 
rights in Malawi. 


"In December 1995 labour law was amended to make 
most strike actions criminal offenses. Trade Union 
protests are repeatedly met with harsh intimidation 
aimed at crushing the labour movement and threatening 
its leaders. 


"The latest outrage involved the 22nd January 1996 
afrest of senior leaders of the Swaziland Federation 
(SFTU) following a Stay- Away called to protest 
the repeated refusal to enter into negotiations. I urge 
you that you contact your government to explain the 
deteriorating rights situation in Swaziland and to request 
their support in suspending all bilateral and multi-lateral 
financial assistance, including that channelled through 
the IMF and World Bank. 


"The ICFTU and the ETUC [expansion unknown) 
have also written to the European Union calling for 
development assistant under the Lome IV convention 
to be suspended, and we would request affiliates in 
European Union (EU) member states to support this 
demand,” the letter said. 


SFTU, Secretary General, Jan Sithole confirmed the 
letter yesterday . 


Dispensing regiments last week at Engabezweni, King 
Mswati III when he declared war, vowed that he was 
not moving an inch even if they impose sanctions in the 
country. 


ICFTU-Afro Secretary Generali Andrew Kailembo has 
been making frequent visits in the country following the 
deadlock between government and the workers. 


Swaziland: King Facing Democracy Opposition 
From Royalists 

MB0402144996 Johannesburg NEW NATION 

in English 2 Feb 96 p&8 

[From the “Africa in View” column by Gerald L’ Ange] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Nine centuries ago the English 
King Canute reputedly had to retreat in wet-footed 
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shame when he went down to the beach and, to show 
his absolute power, commanded the incoming tide to 
recede. In Swaziland today another absolute monarch, 
King Mswati, seems to be doing something similar: 
commanding the rising tide of democracy to subside. 


He probably has no more chance of succeeding than 
Canute had. Worse, he could end up destroying the 
monarchy. 


The persistent clamour by Swazis for the reform of 
the monarchy belies the royalists’ insistence that it is a 
popular and beneficial institution. The more firmly the 
monarchy has suppressed any challenge to its absolute 
power, the more questionable has become its claim to 
popular acceptance. 


Detention without trial — a misfortune frequently 
inflicted on opponents of palace cliques — is hardly 
the hallmark of popular rule. 


There is no doubt that there is strong public support 
for the monarchy. But there clearly is also growing 
support for democracy. It is impossible to accurately 
measure either because there has never been any real 
test of public opinion on the issue. It is patently false for 
royalists to claim that the popular will is expressed in the 
present tikhundla system, a devious and indirect method 
of representation that is inherently open to official abuse. 


Even if the royalists were right on this point, however, 
they could hardly claim that the monarchial system 
has led to good governance when the country has long 
been bedevilled by official incompetence and high-level 


i 


demand of democracy is obviously not going to 
King Mswati might best serve the interests of 
monarchy and the country by agreeing to put the 
a genuine test of the popular will. In doing 
would encounter fierce opposition from the 
supporters who would risk losing their 
no other country has so many 
off the national economy on the 
connections. 


said and done, plucking off the royal 
is the responsibility of the king, not of his 
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immediately dissolve government, which he said has 
failed to deliver the goods and was causing conflict in 
the country. 


Speaking in a telephone interview from London Prince 
Dumisa said that he has been warned by the ancestors 
that unless the King accedes to the people’s call for 
change there would be bloodshed in the country. 


He also advised the King to allow political parties to 
Operaie in the country since that was the only way 
through which people's aspirations can be addressed 
sufficiently by the leaders. 


Prince Dumisa added that political parties would also 
encourage leaders to be honest and accountable to the 
people. 


He said government was leading from behind which 
meant that the people were far ahead of government in 
political consciousness. 


"The country cannot afford to be run by people who are 
leading from behind. 


"We have been advising the authorities about the 
problems that the country is currently faced with for 
a long time now and no one seemed willing to listen. 


"I will say it again; there can be no force in the world 
that can kill the will of the people for change. Once the 
people have decided change is bound to come,” he said. 


He also advised that the King should become a consti- 
tutional monarch. 


Referring to the current crisis following a week-long 
devastating mass stay-away, Prince Dumisa said King 
Mswati III should have called all the parties involved 
in order to hear all versions of the story and defuse the 
situation. 

"What the King should have done from the onset is 
call the representatives of all the organisations that are 
involved in the crises to the negotiations table. There 
they would have thrashed out the problems and reached 
an amicable solution,” he said. Prince Dumisa also 
stressed the need for a national constitution which would 
include a Bill of Rights for the country. 


On another note Prince Dumisa said he will only return 
to the country once political parties were unbanned. 


He said currently he is living as a refugee in Britain. 
When asked who caters for his expenses Prince Dumisa 
said it was the British government. 


“Currently I live in a flat with my wife who is Jamaican 
and two children, a 10 year old boy,” he said. (sentence 
as published) 
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Zambia 


Zambia: Germany Says ‘Good overnance’ Vital 
for Further Aid 

MB0402185896 Lusaka THE POST in English 

10 Jan 96 p4 


[Report by Masauso Lungu) 


developing countries like Zambia are shrinking in real 
terms, there is necessarily fierce competition for such 
funds. Parliaments and public opinion in donor countries 
watching the performance of countries 
development assistance,” Dr Schimdt said, 
“It is therefore imperative that Zambia not only 
implements fiscal and economic measures 
upon by the donor community, good governance 
are equally important to the donor community.” 
Schimdt was speaking at the signing ceremony 
three bilateral agreements between his country and 
Zambia worth K21 billion [kwacha] at the National 
Commission for Development Planning yesterday. 


He said good governance and economic growth are 
linked and should be adhered to. 


Two of the three agreements signed will provide Zambia 
with K19.8 billion for balance of payment support and 
maize importation by the private ate food shortages 
brought about by the last drought. 

The third agreement will for the extension of a water 
project in Kabwe rural. 


in a separate interview, Dr Schimdt said his government 
is happy with the usage of financial aid by the Zambian 
government so far. 
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Schimdt said Germany may this year give Zambia more 
than the 70 million Deutch marks it gave the country 
last year. 

Deputy minister in the ministry of finance, Rev. Dan 
Pule said the balance of payment support funds will 
assist Zambia in reducing pressure on the exchange rate 
which has been rising in the past few weeks. 


Zambia: Defense Minister Warns Kaunda 
Immunity Will ‘Be Removed’ 
MB0402171796 Lusaka THE POST in English 
5 Jan 96 p 3 


[Report by Masautso Phiri] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Former Zambian president, 
UNIP [United National Independence Party) leader 
Kenneth Kaunda, yesterday claimed that defence min- 
ister Ben Mwila has warned him, through an emissary, 
that his immunity will be removed by the ruling MMD 
(Movement for Multiparty Democracy) parliament this 
year. 

And that neither Kaunda’s friend, South African Nelson 
Mandela, nor the donors are going to be able to stop 
the MMD government from dealing decisively with the 
UNIP president. 

Addressing at Lusaka’s Pamodzi Hotel organised by op- 
position parties yesterday Kaunda said Mwila had twice 
sent an emissary to deliver his threatening message. 


“Tell that man stops being loudmouthed be will see 
whatever will do to him this year", the emissary is said 
to have told Kuanda. 


But when Mwila’s office was contacted the secretary 
said he was out of town and she did not have a contact 
telephone number. 

And according to Kaunda the emissary revealed that 
the government was planning to remove his presidential 
immunity when parliament resumes sitting this month. 
He also advised Kaunda not to depend on South African 
President Nelson Mandela or the donor community. 


"We afe preparing to remove his immunity when 
parliament sits this year. He should not depend on 
his friend Mandela because he does not control South 
Africa. | Ben Mwila control South Africa because South 
Africa is controlled by white people and | control the 
white people from my house,” the emissary told Kaunda. 
With regard to the donor community the emissary told 
Kaunda: “You cannot rely on the donors because we 
will ignore them this year.” 

Kaunda recalled that a week before former Zambian 
Intelligence chief, and UNIP Chama South member of 
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parliament, Hanson Kamima died, Mwila allegedly seat 
a similas message in which the lives of Kamima and 
Kaunda were threatened. 


“The message then was that if it was not for former US 
president Jimmy Carter we would be dead,” Kaunda 
said. : 


Zambia: Sepreme Court Eads Law Hindering 
Freedom of Assembly 

MB0402190096 Lusaka THE POST in English 
1] Jan 96 p 1,2 


[Report by Makalya Nampito) 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) The Supreme court yester- 
day struck off Section 5 (4) and Section 7 (a) of the 
Public Order Act to allow meetings to be held with- 
out police permits, ending 43 years of government en- 
croachment on the freedom of assembly. 


The judgement conflicts with President Chiluba’s state- 
ment in an address to University of Zambia (UNZA) 
students in October last year that "the Public Order Act 
is something that the state cannot live without”. 


Upholding an opposition UNIP [United National Inde- 
pendence Party) appeal that the Public Order Act which 
requires people to get police permits to hold meetings 
or assemblies was a contravention of people's constitu- 
tional rights, Chief Justice Matthew Ngulube said: “The 
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speak,” Chief Justice Ngulube explained. Why should 
we require it?” [passage omitted]. 


Zambia: Editorial Deplores Chiluba Holding 
Human Rights Report 

MBO0202135696 Lusaka THE POST in English 
12 Jan 96 p6 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] State House has not at all times 
acted in the interests of the people, but to ensure the 
political survival of the President. Too many things have 
been done in the name of the people of Zambia by 
State House when in actual fact they are for the narrow 
personal interests of the President. 


In 1985 justice Matthew Chaila submitted a drug 
trafficking report to former president Kenneth Kaunda. 
The report was supposed to be made public so that 
Zambians could know the dangerous situation they 
were living in and take corrective action politically and 
otherwise. 

Chaila’s report gathered dust in Kaunda’s office for over 
five years while he was trying to reconcile politically 
with those the commission had found to be involved in 
drug trafficking. 


A few days before the October 1991 multiparty elec- 
tions Kaunda released the report to the public, with the 
sole aim of discrediting the Movement for Multiparty 
Democracy (MMD) whose leading members, such as 
Vernon Mwaanga, Sikota Wina and his wife Mirriam 
Nakatindi, were believed by justice Chaila’s commis- 
sion to be drug traffickers. 


But Kaunda’s effort was futile. It was too late for anyone 
to believe justice Chaila’s findings, and probably even 
for the authors of the report to defend it. Kaunda did 
not release the report for the good of the public but for 
his own political survival. If Mwaanga and the Winas 
were not part of MMD, or had remained in his then 
ruling UNIP (United National Independence Party], we 
have no doubt that the report would still be a [words 
indistinct) secret at his Kalundu residence. 


And as reflected in the Munyama Human Rights Report, 
President Frederick Chiluba has failed to rise above 
Kaunda’s blunders. 


Trivial matters of a highly personal nature, are clevated 
above those of greater public interest and attended to 
without delay to ensure personal political survival. As 
soon as he got the Munyama report and saw that it had 
a paragraph about the State House tunnels which he 
could use to discredit Kaunda, President Chiluba did not 
hesitate to unleash it to the public, leaving fundamental 
issues raised in the report unattended to. The report 
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has beea on President Chiluba’s shelves for over five 
months now, and there have been ail sorts of childish 


John Mwanakatwe was badly harangued by President 
Chiluba for releasing the Constitutional Review Com- 
mission report before giving it to him to ‘study it’. After 
seeing what they have done to Mwanakatwe's recom- 
in their White 7, we now appreciate 
not pleased with his ‘initiative’ and re- 
Zambian people. 

The Human Rights report President Chiluba has been 
sitting on is not a cheap issue of little importance, it is 
about the violations of our people's God given rights, 
which no president or government can grant. Presidents 
and governments are only elected and constituted by 
Citizens to protect these very fundamental rights. And 
matters of this importance cannot be left to a Mr Chiluba 
or a Dr Kaunda to determine. 


President Chiluba had enough time to publish this report 
but instead he chose to play cheap politics with it. 
We felt that before the credibility of the whole report 

lost, as with the Chai!s report which concerned 
a relatively less fundamental issue, it was in the best 


living in this country is respected now and forever more. 


MB0202184796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1522 GMT 02 Feb 96 


Although Mugabe did not specify what areas would be 
liberalised, Minister of Industry and Commerce Herbert 
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Murerwa told journalists Phase Two of the economic 
structural adjustment programme would address the 
relevant areas. 


Addressing a 29-member US delegation from Dallas 
who visited him at State House, Mugabe said the gov- 
ernment was Committed to the creation of a favourable 
investment climate, the ZIANA NEWS AGENCY re- 


ported. 


"We want to see more economic ties and development 
by way of investment and trade and also in forms of 
assistance that would enable us to take off in certain 
policies, like the trade liberalisation programme which 
we are currently implementing,” Mugabe said. 


"We have done a lot in terms of creating a favourable 
investment climate and liberalising the economy. We 
have at times bent backwards to meet the United States’ 
concerns, in terms of investment.” 


The delegation — the Dallas Business Development 
Mission to Southern Africa — arrived in Zimbabwe on 
Thursday for a four-day visit, and will also be visiting 
South Africa. 


At a press briefing after the meeting head of the 
delegation, Dallas Mayor Ronald Kirk, told journalists 
Mugabe had re-affirmed his government's commitment. 
Discussions with the preside! were mainly centered on 
foreign investment, said Kirk. 

Mugabe said his government was looking at ways 
to improve the investment climate by offering more 
incentives to potential investors. 


He said he was grateful for the delegation’s interest in 
Southern Africa, which he said should be translated into 
substantial economic, cultural and friendly relations. 


"I arge you to consider us and establish areas where 
investment can grow and when you go back, please 
interest as many people as possible,” Mugabe said. 


President Mugabe Notes Trade Ties With U.S. 


MBO0302151096 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} President Robert Mugabe has 
commended the support and confidence that Ameri- 
can business establishments are giving to the southern 
African region. Comrade Mugabe said investment ties in 
the public and private sectors showed greater intensifi- 
Cation following the strengthening of trade, political and 
diplomatic relations between Zimbabwe and the United 
States. 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


the country. President 
that Zimbabwe has a lot of favorable attractions and 


MB0202204496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2024 GMT 02 Feb 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] NYANGA, Zimbabwe Feb 2 
SAPA — Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
on Friday ended two days of talks with his Zimbabwean 
counterpart Dumiso Dabengwa in which they agreed on 
the need to quicken mutual visa arrangements. 


In a joint communique after the talks in Nyanga, the 
two ministers committed themselves to ensuring illegal 
from Zimbabwe were treated humanely 
and those working on South African farms be “given 
attention”. 
"The ministers also reiterated the need for urgency 
and commitment towards implementing mutual visa 
arrangements,” the communique said. 


The ministers pledged to strengthen cooperation in all 
areas including joint training of staff and sharing of 


training facilities. 


They said they had agreed on the introduction of a one- 
stop clearing system at the Beitbridge border post to 
improve speed in processing travellers. 


Zimbabwe: UN Estimates Cost of Adjusting Civil 
Servants’ Salaries 

MBO102172096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1442 GMT 01 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcriber’ Text] Bulawayo Feb 1 SAPA — The 
Zimbabwe Government would have to fork out at least 
ZD2.5 billion [Zimbabwean dollars) to adjust salaries 
for civil servants in line with those of workers in paras- 
tatals and the private sector, a United Nations agency 
said on Thursday. The proposed estimates by the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) followed a recent job 
evaluation study which revealed the salary discrepan- 
cies, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER- AFRICAN NEWS 
AGENCY) news agency reported. 
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According to the study, a Zimbabwean civil servant 
earned 172 percent less than his counterpart in the 
private sector and 84 percent less than one in a 


parastatal. 


"We have submitted our recommendations on salary 
adjustments to the government, but it is now up to (it) 
to determine how it is going to do that,” said UNDP 
national economist Patrice Chiwota. 


The government had already completed the first phase 
of salary adjustment for civil servants. 


"We know that the government is working on a shoe- 
string budget and therefore there cannot be a one-off 
adjustment. It needs probably to be phased over a three 
or four-year period,” Chiwota said. He said the agency 
was satisfied with progress made. 


The UNDP is one of the agencies assisting the Zim- 
babwe Government in a crucial civil service reform to 
improve efficiency and effectiveness. At least 25,000 
posts have been abolished since Zimbabwe started free 
market reforms in 1991. 


Chiwota said the agency concentrated on efficiency 
and effectiveness. Among results achieved were the 
government's implementation of performance based 


management systems. 


Zimbabwe: Minister Says Country Will Not Join 
Regional Customs Unica 

MB0302151596 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 

1800 GMT 2 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A cabinet minister says Zim- 
babwe has no intention of joining the Southern African 
Customs Union, SACU, but is more interested in seeing 
the Southern African Development Community [SADC] 


protocol on trade cooperation and energy concluded by 
June this year. 


The minister of industry and commerce, Comrade 
Herbert Murerwa, told journalists in Harare that the draft 
protocol should be ready for submission to the SADC 
heads of state and government summit scheduled for 
Lesotho this August. The SADC council of ministers, 
currently meeting in South Africa to discuss ways 
of enhancing trade and investment in SADC member 
states, thereby lessening dependence on aid, yesterday 
called on Zimbabwe and Zambia to conclude the trade 
negotiations with SACU members. SACU, the only 
customs union in the region, comprises Botswana, 
Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland. 
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Guinea be able to announce salaries for soldiers by $ February. 
Guinea: Fire Reported in Presidential Palace; However, under the current issue, as | said a short while 
Conte Said at Office ago, there are people who are manipulating you and 
, ; 4 who want to seize power. | am at [words indistinct] 

AB0202205796 Paris AFP in English — , 
2049 GMT 2 Feb 96 the negotiation between you and me, want to seize 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) Conakry, Feb 2 (AFP) — A 
fire broke out in the presidential palace in the Guinean 
capital Conakry late Friday (2 February], hours after 
President General Lansana Conte said army rebels had 
been seeking to take control of the west African state, an 
AFP correspondent observed. Conte was in his offices 
when the fire was reported at 2035 GMT. 


Guinea: President Conte Addresses Armed Forces 
2 Feb 


AB0202180096 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 

1620 GMT 2 Feb 96 

[Address by President Lansana Conte to the Armed 
Forces of Guinea in Conakry on 2 February — live 
or recorded) 


(FBIS Translated Text} People of Guinea, since this 
morning, the streets of the city of Conakry have been 
the theater of military movements. The troops are 
demanding a salary increase. I received them in the 
Nations Palace on two occasions. First, I received a 
delegation that informed me of its demands. The gist 
of these demands is a salary increase for soldiers. The 
second point was the problem of supplies. The two 
points are interwoven, but on the two main points | 
made a solemn promise to favorably examine and meet 
their demands. A second group went to the Nations 
Palace where it was received. They made the same 
demands, and I gave the same promise. Therefore, 
they returned to their barracks. Judging from what we 
have just seen, I believe some soldiers are sincere. 
On the other hand, there are some commissioned and 
noncommissioned officers who are manipulating certain 
soldiers without telling them exactly what they want. | 
have been informed that some soldiers want to seize 
power. They are disrupting the situation in the country. 
1 will not talk to you about democracy. I will only tell 
you as a leader and a soldier who defends freedom in the 
country, it is not recommended that soidiers act like this. 
I am telling the soldiers demanding salary increases: if 
you are demanding salary increases, if it is true that you 
are demanding salary increases and supplies for your 

i this is a problem that will be settled before 
Monday. 


Regarding supplies, steps have been taken to ensure 
that all centers receive supplies tomorrow, but regarding 
salaries, | am ready to examine the situation so as to 


power at all cost, otherwise, why should a soldier who 
wants his salary increased begin to fire shots in the 
city, killing civilians—our brothers, mothers, sons, and 
fathers? A charcoal has just shot into a peaceful district, 
the (Poronti) District. How can a soldier demanding a 
salary increase kill civilians? [Words indistinct] only the 
soldiers who want a salary increase are in the street. So, 
these soldiers who want salary increases, I call on you to 
return to the barracks. I have promised you your wages. 
To remain in the streets and want to seize power... Do 
not mix issues up. Get back to the barracks. Wait for my 
decisions. Those who want to take power at all cost, let 
the others do otherwise, but do not get mixed up with 
them. I am here for you. | am prepared to consider all 
that you will tell me. However, make sure you do not 
get mixed up. If you do not watch out, people are going 
to act on your behalf, whereas you have nothing to do 
with what is happening at the moment in town. I advise 
you, all soldiers demanding salaries, to return to you 
garrisons. I have promised you I would come to you and 
make decisions before coming, depending on the state's 
resources. If what the others told me is true, I would tell 
them I personally support them. This is contained in the 
paper I gave them. It is there in writing. | support your 
being better cared for, but let the authorities resolve the 
issue. Thus, all soldiers who have taken to the street 
to demand salary increases should immediately return 
to the barracks. If there are soldiers or senior officers 
who want to seize power, it would be better for them 
to remain alone in the streets, so then they may not 
be confused with those demanding salary increases and 
those wanting to seize power. 


Now, [words indistinct] what is going on. Earlier on in 
(Koronti), those who were unhappy about the response | 
gave to the soldiers who were demanding their salaries 
fired shots in the neighborhood and killed eight civilians, 
who are now in the [words indistinct] Hospital mortuary. 
If you adopt such an attitude when making salary 
demands, it is no longer just salary demands you are 
making: you are trying to provoke war in the town. 
[Words indistinct], especially in Conakry, »-here people 
should be free to go about their business. ¥.~ are the 
ones who granted freedom to the Guinean people. We 
have done a lot until now, so we should not allow a 
few bad soldiers to let it all go to waste. We should 
continue to serve our people, and we cannot achieve 
this by firing at people or firing shots on the streets. 
Therefore, | urge you ali — all the Guinean soldiers | 
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problem. This is not my final address. | will be 


addressing you virtually (the whole day). If you need 
to [words indistinct) come to the Presidential Palace, 
in, 


you we 
your (words indistinct}. This concerns those demanding 
salary increases. Regarding the others, you may do as 
you wish. However, I wish to point out thal you have 
already gone over the top. You must therefore put a stop 
you are doing. What you are trying to do will 
not succeed in Guinea. We have always avoided seizing 
and we will continue to fight for the freedom of 
Guineans. 
People 


of Guinea, I would like you to know that the 
soldiers looking for salary increases {words indistinct}, 
but there are some among them who wish to incite the 
people against the government, because a soldier for a 
salary increase has nothing to do with [words indistinct). 
Come to the Presidential Palace and we will try to 
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said end will heed my advice. Thank you. 
Guinea: Soldiers Defy Curfew To Look For 
AB0202213096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 2 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) [Announcer] And now, back 
to Guinea. We have been struggling all day to get more 
information from Conakry where troops have been out 
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clear yet whether we are in a coup situation, but Pres- 
ident Conte has said he is aware there are those who 
want to take over the government and he has callea »n 
the troops to go back to the barracks andhe we * | 
them all that they want by Monday [5 February} 


[Announcer] Now, we have heard that there is curicw 
and that the airport is closed and things like that Ca 
you confirm that? 


[Bamford] The curfew has been in effect si - '?* 
GMT and it is supposed to go on till 06600 GMT Many 
people, particularly soldiers, have been disoheying that 
curfew and have been moving in the streets saying 
they are looking for ministers, in particular, > interior 
minister, Alseny Rene Gomez. 


[Announcer] Thank you David Bamford. 


Guinea: President Reportedly Safe in Conakry, Stil: 
in Power 


LD0302104196 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 3 Feb 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt) In Guinea, there have been 
about 20 civilian and military deaths; the airpoit is 
closed; the radio has fallen silent this mormuag; Ux 
presidential palace is ablaze, and mutineers have set up 
roadblocks in outlying districts of Conakry. [passage 
omitted) President Lansana Conte, whom we con! -t«1 
by telephone this morning, gave us this account of 
events: 


[Begin recording} (Conte) As they could not cor 

me, they came here to attack the palace. [sentence 5 
heard] That began at 1900 [local time]. They re 
once they encountered return fire. They fired a mor wv 
shell at the palace, so this whole wing went up in flames. 
However, we managed to get the blaze under controi. 
After that they attacked three more times and wire 
repulsed. From 0400 in the morning until nw <nin is 
have been calm, for the moment at least. In ny case 
we are waiting to see what is going to happen ne +: 


(Unidentified correspondent} As we speak, are you able 
to say who will hold power at the end of the dav — 


today, Saturday [3 February]? 


{Conte} I cannot say who will have power, since © 4 
still in power. Who will hold power? I too woul’ like 
to know that. But for the moment, at the present t'-c, ' 
hold power — the power that the people have entrusted 
me with. Those who would like to grab power have not 
yet done so. We will see, during the course of the day, 
from here on — we are still looking to see what will 
happen. 
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(Correspondent) Who is behind the mutineers, in your 
view? 

{Conte} Oh, I do not know. Even if I knew, I would not 
tell you now because it would be premature. I (?do not 
know) what people are saying — I do not pay attention 
to rumors. But I will know later this afternoon. 


[Correspondent] Where are you now? 


{Conte} Where I am is...[pauses} 1 am not going to tell 
you. (Words indistinct] so | would rather not tell you. 


{Correspondent} Are you in a safe place? 

{Conte} Of course I am in a safe place. If 1 were not, 
then those people would have already succeeded. I am 
in a very safe place. 

(Correspondent) You are in the capital, Conakry? 
{Conte} Naturally | am in the cap al, and I will not be 
leaving it. 

[Correspondent] As you can see, the situation is chang- 
ing by the hour. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Guinea: Troops Hold Negotiations With President; 
Deal Agreed Upon 

AB0302151796 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 

1324 GMT 3 Feb 96 


[Statement issued to Guinean people on 3 February in 
Conakry — live] 

{FBIS Translated Text} People of Guinea, the Guinean 
Armed Forces have just held negotiations in the famous 
Alpha Yaya Camp with General President Lansana 
Conte, commander in chief of the Armed Forces. The 
negotiations have led io an agreement. All soldiers must 
immediately return to their respective units. 

Upon the request of the head of state, the Guinean 
press is invited to attend a meeting tomorrow morning, 
Sunday 4 February 1996, at the Alpha Yaya Camp. 
Long live General Lansana Conte; Long live the 
Guinean Army. Long live the Republic. 

Guinea: Conakry Said Peaceful Now; Shops Open; 
No Coup d’Etat 


AB0302193396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 3 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) lt is apparently something 
of a standoff between soldiers of the Guinea-Conakry 
Army and the Government. Yesterday, soldiers went 


on a rampage in the capital, shooting their guns, 
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stealing vehicles, and terrorizing civilians. They were 
demanding a pay increase. The government of President 
Lansana Conte seem prepared to do deals. They sacked 
the defense minister and talked about negotiations. 
But a curfew last night was ignored, President Conte 
himself spoke of some elements wanting to topple the 
government, and there were reports of tank shell attacks 
on the presidential palace. But since then it seems some 
kind of agreement has been struck. Here is Timothy 
Ecott: 


{Ecou] From the early hours of this morning, Radio 
Guinea was broadcasting only martial music, and tele- 
phone links to the outside world were down. However, 
this afternoon national radio in Conakry broadcast a 
statement from the government, which said that a deal 
had been struck between themselves and the mutinous 
ecldiers. It said that negotiations had been held at the 
Alpha Yahaya Camp between President Lansana Conteh 
and the troops, who would be returning to their units. 
The statement ended with the words: Long Live Gen- 
eral Lansana Conte! Long live the Guinean Army! 


It now appears that the presidential palace has been 
severely damaged by last night's events and that at least 
20 people are now known to have been killed. Dissident 
soldiers launched their attack on the building in the early 
hours of the evening. There have been sporadic reports 
of further shooting in the area, but the exact whereabouts 
of the president and his government is unclear. 


A few minutes ago, | was able to get through to the 
national radio station, where | asked journalist Ibrahima 
Barre what the president and the soldiers had agreed 
exactly and if the capital was now quiet: 


[Begin recording) (Barre}] They don’t say anything about 
it, Dut there is an agreement, and all is quiet now in the 
town. 

[Pickerton} And what is happening in Conakry? Is it 
peaceful? 

{Barre} In the town? Yes. 

[Pickerton] Are people able to go about their business? 
Are the taxes working? Are the shops open? 

[Barre] Yes, some shops are open. 

[Pickerton] But what about the soldiers? Are they on 
the street with their weapons? Is it dangerou.,” 

(Barre) No, weapons are not talking now. 


[Pickerton] What about at the presidential palace? We 
have heard that there is fighting and shooting. What is 


happening there tonight? 
(Barre) Yes, the palace is banned. 
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[Pickerton} It has been on fire? 
[Barre] Yes. It is quite burned. 
[Pickerton} And where is the president? 


{Barre} I don’t know. A message by radio says that the 
president will meet all soldiers tomorrow in the morning 
at Camp Alpha Yahaya. 


{Pickerton] Is the trouble just a disagreement between 
the Army and the president about their pay, or is this a 
coup d'etat? 


[Barre] No, not a coup d'etat. [end recording] 


Guinea: President To Meet Rebels Today; Pay 
Rise, Immunity Granted 


LD0402122796 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 4 Feb 96 


{FBIS Translated Text] Last night was quiet in Guinea 
and in the capital Conakry following the army's mutiny 
which started on Friday. President Lansana Conte is 
scheduled to meet the rebels this morning at the Samory 
Barracks. The Guinean radio says an agreement was 
reached yesterday. Our correspondent in Conakry, Serge 
Daniel, reports: 


[Correspondent] Conakry the beautiful has woken up 
and life has resumed as usual. Right now, I can see 
garbage men collecting garbage from the streets in the 
popular area of Bulbine (name phonetic]. One can find 
a cab now and the downtown Niger Market is crowded 


again. 


As you know an agreement was reached yesterday 
between the rebel soldiers and General Lansana Conte. 


We can already reveal two points of the agreement: 
there will be a pay rise and the mutinous soldiers will 
have nothing to worry about. 


However, the Palais des Nations, the president's of- 
fice, is partially destroyed. A fire caused by shelling 
destroyed the roof and the building's right wing and 
there was looting by troops and civilians. I had a look 
inside: the carpets, furniture and state documents have 


disappeared. 


in less than two hours Gen Lansana Conte will meet 
troops from all the units at the Samory Barracks, his 
official residency. A communique calls the meeting 
an unarmed gathering whose goal is to help bury the 
hatchet. 
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Guinea: President Conte Takes Over Defense 
Ministry 4 Feb 

AB0402124296 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 

1200 GMT 4 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) Effective today, the head of 
state, General Lansana Conte, has assumed the duties of 
the defense minister in addition to his functions as the 
president of the Republic. Gen. Lansana has promised to 
keep the pledges he has given to the soldiers at the end 
of a 30-minute meeting he just held with the military at 
the Almamy Samory Toure Military Barracks. 


Guinea: Conte Addr ases Soldiers 4 Feb at Alpha 
Yahya Camp 

AB0402154596 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 

1350 GMT 4 Feb 96 


[Address by Guinean President Lansana Conte to Sol- 


diers at Alpha Yaya Camp in Conakry on 4 February 
— recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] (shouts of acclamation and 
admiration] (?Guinean soldiers), pay attention and we 
will understand each other. My first word to you is: 
thank you. (shouts of approval) If I say thank you, it 
is on behalf of the people of Guinea — the people of 
Guinea whom you have always defended, the people of 
Guinea whom you have always respected. These people 
will always remain grateful to you. I would not like to 
mention here the (words indistinct) this war that you 
have fought not only for Guinea, but for Africa is. It 
is worthless to repeat it, because I see what you are 
doing. The events of these few days were caused by 
the anger of soldiers, and you are not used to that. You 
have always remained loyal and respectful soldiers. 


However, I would like to tell you the most important 
thing that you have done. You have respected, or you 
have brought respect to, the promises we made to the 
people of Guinea on 3 April 1984. You are the ones who 
have made them respected, not we, the officers. [shouts 
of approval) I would like to remind you that, on 3 April 
1984, we issued communiques that were read to the 
people of Guinea and the peoples of the world. These 
communiques (?are in) the archives. I pray you ask for 
these communiques. Read them, and as you have many 
intellectuals among you, let them explain the contents 
to those who do not understand them. 


I would like to tell you that these communiques were 
tead on behalf of the Army, which I have always 
tried to respect. That is why, from 1984 until today, 
whenever the time comes, we realize part of what we 
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way that the promises we made to the people of Guinea 
to respect... [Conte pauses] First, to put in place the 
democratic institutions and to respect them — have 
been maintained. This is what you proved to the people 
of Guinea yesterday. (applause, followed by shouts of 
approval] 


Perhaps some people thought the soldiers were ready 
to topple the government, but I know you did what you 
did to claim your rights, and you have enumerated these 
rights on paper. I have the paper here in my hand. I have 
not forgotten anything. I am therefore telling you (?on 
behalf) of the people of the Guinea, who have placed 
me here with you, to make (words indistinct) all what I 
can do for the people of whom you are part, I promise to 
(words indistinct). (shouts of approval] There is nothing 
in your demands that cannot be granted. They are all 
realizable. 

I have to (?explain) this to you. I am not used to telling 
you lies. Listen to me well. I am not used to telling 
you lies, and I will never lie to you. There is only 
one point on which we must agree. You spoke about 
red pay slips. i do not know what this means [words 
indistinct}. First of all, 1 want to know what thal means 
before implementing it. I would like to know (?where 
this should apply)... (Conte pauses} Salaries will be 
increased, that is certain. That is certain. [Applause] As 
for the red pay slips, | do not know about that and | 
am not used to getting into [words indistinct] whose 
contents I do not know. [Applause] That is it. 


Thus, we will have to agree on this point and | am 
going to work very hard with a few people | will select, 
and we will review the pay scales of the soldiers of 
the Guinean Army. [Applause] Do not worry, I have 
been a soldier before you, and I am (words indistinct) a 
very good soldier. This is why I am not afraid of telling 
soldiers the truth. Many of you have known me, whether 
in town or in the interior. We must continue to live in 
the manner in which we have been living. 


I am going to solve your problems. I think there are five 
points. It is these five points that (started) the matter. I 
am going to solve them and, beginning today, cach one 
has the right to (?rest) on Sundays. Tomorrow morning, 
I will stast on this. Meanwhile, if some shops still have 
fice, we will see whether we can buy it to distribute 
to you before a final solution is found to the supply 
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problem. However, | warn that many of your colleagues 
have taken too much rice from the town. (Shouts) | 
know not all of you did so, because many of you were 
busy doing something else. However, we have some 
soldiers who do not honor the army and who have looted 


shops. 


Some of them got into my office searching for money. 
They got into my own office. My office is not a bank. 
Some of them who came in took my radio set and 
removed everything from my office. These are not 
civilians. They are soldiers. [Words indistinct) We must 
also wear clean uniforms and be clean soldiers. Thus, | 
have taken note of everything you have said and | do 
not (words indistinct). 


Be confident, as of today, | am the minister of defense. 
[Applause] Now, for anything that may go wrong within 
the Army, I am the only person you should contact. 
[Applause] I will allow some of you to go and see your 
families. 


As I promised a while ago, we have been able to find 
— as you do not have money now — some rice. | 
thought I would find rice in the shops, but as I said 
a while ago, you have looted everything. If we can 
get some rice, we will buy {words indistinct]. So, | 
can count fully on you. Very many vehicles have been 
stolen. These are vehicles belonging to civilians. Each 
one of us should now become a gendarme and ensure 
that we recover these vehicles and return them to their 
owners. [Applause] To those of you who stole vehicles, 
we do not need to go to your houses to recover wese 
stolen vehicles. Bring them back and hand them over to 
your colleagues at the Yaya Barracks. They will issue 
an announcement, giving the registration numbers of 
the vehicles, saying the vehicles have been recovered 
and the owners can come and recover them. We need 
not brutalize anyone, not at all. If the holders of these 
Objects know God, they should return the objects from 
where they took them. That will make me and our Army 


happy. 


The individual does not count. I, who am addressing 
you, am nothing as an individual; rather the entire corps 
must not be tarnished. We must project the image of the 
corps, and for this reason the people must be made to 
know that what we have done is a mistake and we want 
to make amends. As far as the looting is concerned, as 
a soldier, I entreat you to do what I have just asked 
you to do. Get back (shouts) the things that have been 
stolen. Those that can be returned to their owners will be 
returned, and we will ask (owners to forgive us) about 
those things that cannot be returned, but we must make 
the maximum efforts ourselves so that these people are 
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not discouraged about us, because without them we are 
nothing. 

We have emerged from the people. We are all wearing 
khaki uniforms today — military fatigues — but do not 
forget that we are [words indistinct]. We must think 
about our brothers in the villages. We must respect 
them, we must respect the people. We say we are 
poor, but there are some poorer than us. This is quite 
unfortunate. You must avoid that. [Words indistinct). 


I am asking you to accept the January salaries. Salaries 
will be increased at the end of the monih, starting from 
the month of February. Right now the vouchers have 
been prepared and the money is at our disposal. Let us 
make a sacrifice and let us take this. | demand this of 
you. [shouts] You have your vehicles to return to your 
units quietly without any noise. Let the people see you 
pass quietly and without creating any problem; everyone 
who returns to his unit goes home, because it is Sunday. 
Rest well, and as the minister of defense | will always 
be with you, to know what your needs are and what | 
can do. [applause] 


I thank you and I appeal to all of you to board your 
vehicles quietly and return home. | will be waiting here. 
I will be waiting here for information that everything 
has gone well before I move from here. 


Guinea: Conakry International Airport Reopens to 
Flights 

AB0402130896 Paris AFP in French 

1100 GMT 4 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text) Conakry, 4 Feb (AFP) — 
Conakry International Airport, which has been closed 
since 2 Fe:wuary at the start of the revolt by part of the 
Army, has been reopened to air traffic, aviation sources 
announced today. 


The reopening of the airport, which is close to Alpha 
Yahya Barracks where the Army rebellion started, is 
a confirmation of reports that calm has been observed 
to return since yesterday to Conakry and its suburbs, 
nearly 30 hours after the disturbances. 


The return to calm comes after an announcement on 
the radio that President Lansana Conte has signed an 
agreement with the mutinous soldiers. 


Guineas: Calm Returns to Conakry. Soldiers in 
Barracks 

AB0402 133396 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 

1200 GMT 4 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Calm now prevails in 
Conakry since yesterday following the demands for 
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salary increases by soldiers who took to the streets. In 
accordance with the communique read on the radio, all 
soldiers have returned to their barracks. Negotiations 
between the president and the soldiers led to the return 
of calm in the capital this weekend. Everybody has 
heaved a sigh of relief following the negotiations which 
led to ease the prevailing tense situation. 


It is exactly in this calm atmosphere that the head of 
state, General Lansana Conte, under standing ovation, 
has just held talks with soldiers at the Almamy Samory 
Toure Military Barracks. Addressing the soldiers, Pres- 
ident Conte first paid tribute to the Guinean Armed 
Forces for their part in the democratization process. He 
stressed the role of the Armed Forces in the protection 
of Republican institutions and their role also in ensuring 
peace in the world. 


President Lansana Conte promised to honor his words 
concerning the main demands made by the Army. 
[passage omitted] 


Guinea: President Conte Meets Guinea-Bissau 
Prime Minister 


AB0402205096 Paris AFP in English 
2240 GMT 04 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Conakry, Feb 4 (AFP) — 
Prime Minister of Guinea-Bissau Saturnino da Costa on 
Sunday [4 February] travelled to the Guinean capital of 
Conakry, where he was received by Guinean President 
Lansana Conte, who reasserted control in the country 
after a two-day army mutiny. 


Da Costa passed on a message of solidarity and support 
from Guinea-Bissau President Joao Bernardo Vieira, 
informed sources said. 


Together with a delegation from the neighbouring West 
African Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Da Costa travelled 
to Conakry early Sunday on a plane provided by the 
Senegalese army, the sources said. 


He was later expected to travel to Dakar. 


Da Costa was the first political figure received by Conte, 
following the weekend army revolt which claimed more 
than 30 lives. 


Order was restored after Conte reached an accord with 
the military late on Saturday. 


Guinea: Death Toll in Attempted Coup Rises to 50; 
100 injured 

AB0S02105496 Paris AFP in English 

1046 GMT 05 Feb 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Conakry, Feb 5 (AFP) — 
Trading resumed Monday for shops that were spared 


hospital sources said an army mutiny had claimed some 
SO lives and left 100 people injured. 


the mutineers and President Lansana Conte, who late 
he had reached a five-point agreement 


Medical staff said the death toll from the rioting on 
Friday and Saturday in the small West African country 
was around 50, following previous reports that a score 
of people had been killed. 


General Conte on Friday sacked defence minister Ab- 
dourahmane Diallo, whom the troops blamed for a de- 
terioration in their conditions, but details of the pact he 
signed with the rebels remained sketchy Monday. 


ABOS02102596 Paris AFP in English 
0753 GMT 05 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Kourou, French Guiana, Feb 5 
(AFP) — An Ariane rocket was launched fron here 
carly Monday and successfully deployed a Japanese 
telecommunications satellite, Kourou space center of- 
ficials said. 


The launch from the French space center occurred at 
0719 GMT. 


It was the ninth Japanese satellite launched by Ariane 
and was due to fire into geostationary orbit 26 hours 
after the launch. 


This 83rd launch of the European rocket had initially 
been scheduled for Saturday, but it had to be delayed 
for 48 hours due to a problem with a batch of parts used 


in the separation rockets, Arianespace said. 


The Japanese satellite, called the N-Star b, weighs 3,420 


kilograms (7,524 pounds) and belongs to the Japanese 
company NTT and NTT/CoCoMo. 


N-Star b was built by the US firm Space Systems/Loral 
and will orbit in the skies above the northwest section of 
New Guinea. It is expected to last 10 and a half years. 
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Liberia 


Liberia: 800 Nigerian Troops Arrive To Boost 
ECOMOG 


ABO102132596 Paris AFP in English 
1210 GMT | Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, 1 Feb (AFP) — 
The first of two promised battalions of Nigerian troops 
has arrived in Liberia to boost the African peacekeep- 
ing force, ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], a source 
in the force said Thursday [1 February]. 


The 800 troops, who arrived Tuesday, join the 8,000- 
strong force first sent here in 1990, a year after civil war 
broke out, and now due to disarm some 60,000 fighters 
under a peace accord signed last August. 


The second of the two battalions promised by Nigeria 
last year is expected to arrive “shortly,” the source said, 
without elaborating. 


An unspecified number of Ghanaian troops arrived here 
last December, part of a battalion promised by the 
Ghanaian authorities to help augment the strength of 
ECOMOG. 


ECOMOG began a smooth deployment throughout 
Liberia on December 14 in preparation for the disar- 
mament operation, due to begin in mid-January. But 
the exercise received a serious setback when militia 
of the Krahn wing of the United Liberation Movement 
(ULIMO) attacked the peacekeepers on December 28, 
forcing ECOMOG to temporarily suspend the deploy- 
ment earlier this month. More than 150,000 people were 
killed in the civil war, according to UN estimates. 


Liberia: Unidentified Gunmen Shoot at UNOMIL 
Convoy 

AB0202141296 Paris AFP in English 

1309 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Monrovia, 2 Feb (AFP) — 
Unidentified gunmen shot at a convoy from the UN 
Observer Mission in Liberia (UNOMIL), causing minor 
damage to one of the vehicles in the western (part) 
of the country, a UN press statement said Friday (2 
February). The gunmen fired two shots at the last of four 
vehicles returning from Tubmanburg to Monrovia on 
Wednesday, “causing minor damages to the windshield 
but inflicting no injury to occupants,” the statement said. 


The vehicles, occupied by civilian staff, were returning 
from Tubmanburg (70 kilometers north of Monrovia) 
following the “successful deployment” of a UNOMIL 
team there. The statement said the convoy was shot at 


s without of the owners. 
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on the highway some 20 kilometers (12 miles) south of 
Tubmanburg. 


UNOMIL said it decided to redeploy its disarmament 
team due to “improvement in Tubmanburg". The UN 
monitors were withdrawn from Tubmanburg last De- 
cember 30 when fighting flared between guerrillas of 
the Krahn wing of the United Liberation Movement 
{for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson) (ULIMO-J), one 
of Liberia’s rival factions, and the African peacekeep- 
ing force ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group [ECO- 
MOG] . 


UNOMIL said the source of the shots and the motive 
of the attackers "are yet to be determined”. It said 
UNOMIL was in contact with all parties concerned, 
including the faction that controls the area, ECOMOG, 
and the transitional government, and expressed the hope 
that an investigation would be carried out “into this 
deplorable incident." 


Guerrillas of ULIMO-J control the area the shots were 
fired in, as well as most of the Tubmanburg highway. 
"As the peace process enters the crucial stage of 
UNOMIL and ECOMOG deployment in preparation 
for the disarmament and demobilization of combatants, 
UNOMIL is deeply concerned at such incidents which 


might disrupt the deployment process,” the statement 
said. 


The Liberian factions are due to disarm under a peace 
accord signed last year to end a brutal civil war that 
broke out in December 1989. The ECOMOG force was 
sent to Monrovia by the Economic Community of West 
African States in August 1990. 


Niger 


Niger: Maimassara Addresses Members of New 
Government 


AB0202215996 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The first meeting between the 
chairman of the National Salvation Council [CNS] and 
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Already, this means that you are going to take up 
numerous challenges and satisfy immense needs. As 
you know, everything is a priority in our country. The 
salary issue, the scholarship problem, school bursaries, 
our population’s health, our children’s education, food 
security, security proper, and, in general, the economic 
and financial reorganization that is indispensable for 
the restoration of the credibility of the state and the 
survival of the nation. All these are therefore priorities 
that we must fully tackle in order to create for our 
people the psychological conditions for recovery and 
the installation of a new era of confidence between the 
State and the nation, the government and the population, 
and the administration and the governed. 


I would like, therefore, to invite each and everyone of 
you to resolutely set down to work immediately. I know 
that of all these priorities, that of the mobilization of re- 
sources is the most pressing, beginning, of course, with 
the mobilization of internal resources. In this regard, a 
fiscal debts recovery operation must be organized im- 
mediately and implemented because those who are sus- 
pected of tax evasion are rather those who often pay 
their taxes. 1 mean our rural population. We are all con- 
cerned by tax evasion because many of us — admin- 
istrative officials at various levels — tragically balk at 
paying taxes. This must end, and every measure must 
be taken in consequence. 


I have touched, Mr. Prime Minister, ladies and gentle- 
men, an aspect of the many paradoxes that dangerously 
undermine the balance of our social tissue and which 
often explain the frustration and revolt of the less privi- 
leged. I would therefore ask you to be attentive to these 
kinds of situation and to correct them any time they 
arise. | know that I can count on each and everyone of 
you to give the example of a true servant of the nation. | 
invite you to be rigorous because we will ask Nigeriens 
to be so. I am calling on you for sacrifice because we 
will ask Nigeriens to ‘iiuke sacrifices. I urge you to be 
tenacious and productive because we will ask the same 
of all the Nigeriens. 


Mr. Prime Minister, ladies and gentlemen, your appoint- 
ments to your various posts do not stem from either 
chance or subjective considerations. Only your personal 
qualities and your professional experience have been the 
determining factors. | would therefore ask you in turn 
to make them your appreciation criteria and your creed 
in the management of your ministries. | wish you safe 
crossing. Long live Niger! Thank you. [end recording) 


Niger: France Rejects Government's ‘Legitimacy’ 
ABO202205296 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 2 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} It must be noted that France an- 


Salvation Council. According to a French Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman, France's objective is to have constitu- 
tional rule restored to the country as soon as possible. 
He further stated that his government has no contact 
with the new authorities. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Gunfight Reported Between Nigerian, 
Cameroonian Troops 
ABO0S02 150396 Paris AFP in English 
1446 GMT 05 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, Feb 5 (AFP) — Nige- 
rian and Cameroonian troops fought a gunbattle, at the 
cost of several casualties, on the Bakassi peninsula, 
Nigerian defence ministry spokesman Colonel Godwin 
Ugbo said Monday. 


The fighting lasted for four hours on Saturday and there 
were casualties on both sides, Ugbo said, without giving 
details. 


Both Nigeria and Cameroon claim the disputed Gulf of 
Guinea territory on their border, which is believed to be 
rich in oil and fish stocks. 


Ugbo said that heavy fighting broke out after Cameroo- 
nian soldiers opened fire and Nigerian forces shot back. 


The area was calm again on Monday, he said. 


Early in 1994, after a series of incidents each side 
blamed on the other, Cameroon and Nigeria massed 
troops on the border. The dispute has recently been 
taken to the International Court of Justice in The Hague, 
which is due to consider it. 


Nigeria: U.S. Civil Rights Groups Urged To Visit 
Nigeria 


AB0302140096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Civil rights and other pressure 
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Gen. Useni praised Mr. Farrakhan for successfully 
Organizing the one-million march in America last year 
and endeavoring to support the Federal Government in 
its determination to put the country firmly on the path 
of political stability and econmic prosperity. He said 
that the Federal Government was determined to fully 
execute the transition to civil ryle program, and called 
for the support and understanding of the international 
community. 


Responding, Mr. Luis Farrakhan said his delegation was 
in the country to ascertain the true situation, particularly 
the issues of democratization and human rights. He 
said the Western media had continuously launched 
a campaign of faleshood and asked the people and 
government of Nigeria to be steadfast in the pursuit of 
truth. The delegation is expected to spend six days in the 
country during which it would meet with government 
Officials, politicians, and visit Ogoni land in River State. 


The minister of foreign affairs, Chief Tom Ikimi, 
has reaffairmed that Nigeria will remain a responsible 
member of the international community and continue to 
strive for the good of her citizens. Chief Ikimi stated 
this in Abuja while exchanging views with the leader 
of a group known as the Nation of Islam in the United 
States, Mr. Luis Farakan. Mohamed Bellow was there. 


(Begin Bellow recording] Chief Ikimi said since inde- 
pendence, Nigeria has made Africa the centerpiece of 
foreign policy and has through organized bodies like 
the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States}, the OAU, and the UN contributed greatly to the 
development of other nations. He observed that Nigeri- 
ans could be regarded as world citizens and in virtually 
all specialized fields of human endeavor. The minister 
noted that recent Westen report about the nation were 
base on hearsay, imagination, and speculative journal- 
ism. Chief Ikimi remarked that what Nigeria needed 
now was not aid or grants, but the cooperation and un- 
derstanding of the international community. The minis- 
ter remarked that the friendship tour by the delegation 
of the Nation of Islam to some African countries, in- 
Cluding Nigeria, would afford it the real opportunity to 
assess the real situation in black Africa. 


Earlier, the leader of the delegation, Minister Luis 
Farrakhan said his visit was aimed at opening a message 
of peace to the entire Africa and also using God's 
wisdom to find the truth about Nigeria and the rest of 
the continent. Mr. Farrakhan pledged to be diligent in 
his fight for truth, which he said would be used for the 
benefit of the Nation, Africa, and the rest of the world. 
He commended the beauty of Abuja city which, he said, 
was the new sign of a new Nigeria, reflecting what a new 
Africa would be and a sign to the world that the black 
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man would do good with his life and environmeat. Mr. 
Farrakhan, who described Nigeria as the cornerstone of 
the black race, prayed for God's blessing on Nigeria for 
her to escape the satanic plans against her briht future. 
Mr. Farrakhan, with a 30-member delegation from the 
Natiioa of Islam, based in America, are in Nigeria for 
a one-week friendship tour. [end recording) 


Nigeria: Head of GUARDIAN Press Group 
‘Seriously Wounded’ 

AB0302104196 Paris AFP in English 

1031 GMT 03 Feb 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, Feb 3 (AFP) — A 
former Nigerian interior minister, Alex Ibru, boss of 
the GUARDIAN press group, was shot and seriously 
wounded on Friday night in Lagos by unknown gunmen, 
the paper’s management said. Ibru was rushed to a 


hospital in the Nigerian capital, where his condition was 
described as critical. 


Nigeria: Lagos Radio Reports Shooting of 
GUARDIAN Chairman 


AB0402185096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 4 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The GUARDIAN Newspapers 
Limited has said that its publisher and chairman, Mr. 
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Alex Ibru, was shot by unknown persons in Lagos last 
Friday (2 February]. A statement by the organization 
said he was shot inside his car while in the traffic and 
was injured in many parts of the body but he survived 
the attack. 


Mr. Ibru, a former minister of internal affairs, was 
returning home from his office at the Federal Palace 
ware that he was being trailed by gunmen 


Falomo exit junction of the (name indistinct) bridge. 
The GUARDIAN Lid says the police have started 
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